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Dogs play an important role
in helping the armed forces -
from searching for bombs

to protecting fighter jets.
Animal Action takes

a closer look at these

highly skilled animals.

New beginnings

When RSPCA rescue dog Harley was rfhomed little

did he know how exciting his new life would be.
The clever five-year-old German shepherd was

given to the Royal Air Force (RAF) by the RSPCA's
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Animal rehoming organisations like
the RSPCA contact the Defence
Animal Centre in Leicestershire to
offer dogs they believe are suitable.
Staff at the centre then train the

dogs for a career in the armed forces.

RAF warrant officer Ken Dowers,
who manages the centre, said: “Some
dogs can be confused when they first
arrive because they may have been
told off by previous owners for biting
or showing aggression, but in training
we encourage that sort of behaviour.
If they are biting while
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Sniffer
dogs are taught
obedience and
retrieving skills. After all
they could be asked to sniff
out anything from
substances such as drugs
and explosives, to illegal
immigrants hiding in
lorries.
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During their work the patrol dogs can
have a number of different handlers.
German shepherds are a good choice
for patrol dogs because they are
adaptable and can easily change their
loyalties to a new handler.

But Harley took to his handler,
21-year-old Corporal Caroline Hebden,
straight away and they work brilliantly
together as a team.

@d resu@

At the end of the trials the ¢
trainer puts the dogs thro
» S onhe e.

a the test

Words: Sarah Mawhinney



