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Dogs and the law
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 3
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AREA OF FOCUS
Citizenship





Animals and the law



In this activity, students consider different laws relating to dogs and other pets. This lesson only applies to legislation in England. 

Starter activity
What do you think?
· Students complete the Pets and the law quiz.

· Look at the picture of the stray dog in the images. Ask the students to discuss what they see and what the issues may be.

· Create a spider diagram of the issues.

· Students complete the worksheet Our attitudes to dogs and discuss their answers.

Learning styles: visual, auditory. 
Main activity
What are the issues?
· Display the factsheet Mind map - dogs on an interactive whiteboard. It lists some of the issues that affect dogs and that may or may not be covered by law. Ask the class to discuss anything surprising or any issues that they would like to know more about.

· In groups, ask the students to use The news about dogs worksheets to match the articles to the relevant law cards and then to prepare a mini-presentation. For further information use the factsheet Other laws about dogs and the Defra Dangerous Dogs Act legislation guidance (see Useful websites).

· Groups present one law to the class and discuss the issues raised. Ask the students to consider what they can do if these issues are a problem in their local area.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
What do you know?
· Students complete the Do YOU know the law about dogs? worksheet.

Learning styles: visual. 
Differentiation
Students read the story The dog on the football field and identify the relevant laws.
Extension activities
· Using factsheet The Animal Welfare Act 2006 as a starting point, ask the students to consider whether this law may have implications for their school, e.g. does the school keep animals or have visitors who bring animals into school? More information on these issues can be found in the RSPCA's animal-friendly schools guidance.

· Ask each student or small group of students to do further research about one law and decide how they can make people aware of it. They can use the Useful websites as a starting point. Alternatively, they could explore other issues such as puppy farming and trading, fat pets, microchipping or neutering. 

Display
Place the picture of the dog in the centre of the board and add the students' issues or questions around it to create a large mind map.
Curriculum objectives
Students should learn:
· to consider the general need for regulation in respect of private behaviour

· to raise some issues for critical examination, consider the different roles of the law, and evaluate different approaches to dealing with particular issues

· that certain areas of public life are regulated by local authorities, under powers devolved from central government.

Animal welfare objectives
Students should learn:
· to understand how our attitude and behaviour affects dogs

· to understand the law relating to dogs and other pets. 

Learning outcomes
At the end of this session:
· most students: have a broad understanding of the importance and level of impact of different types of legislation, including local by-laws, national and international laws. They appreciate how the law is relevant to everyday life. They discuss the issues raised and present their ideas

· some students have not made so much progress and: understand that there are different laws and that this is relevant to everyday life. They discuss the issues raised and express their opinions

· some students have progressed further and: take a lead in presenting information and reflect on their own opinions and those of others.

Did you know? 
· Although there is no statutory definition of a 'stray' dog, the RSPCA defines it as 'one that is in a public place and not under the charge of a keeper'.

· Under the Control of Dogs Order 1992, all dogs (with some exceptions such as guide and police dogs) on the highway must wear a collar with their owner's name and contact details.
· From April 2016 there is a legal requirement to microchip your dog. 
Anti-social Behaviour and Dogs
· An injunction or Criminal Behaviour Order can be given to anyone over the age of 10 years old where there are concerns regarding their behaviour with their dog.  For example - if they are using their dog to threaten or harass someone. Injunctions and Criminal Behaviour Orders can mean that you need to keep your dog on a lead, attend training classes with your dog, or prevent you from going to certain places with your dog (as well as other restrictions or requirements).If you do not stick to the conditions of the injunction or Criminal Behaviour Order, then you can be sent to Court and in serious cases, be sent to prison

· Some public areas in England and Wales are covered by Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs) - previously called Dog Control Orders (DCOs).In public areas with PSPOs, you may have to: 

· keep your dog on a lead

· put your dog on a lead if told to by a police officer, police community support officer or someone from the council

· stop your dog going to certain places - like farmland or parts of a park

·  limit the number of dogs you have with you (this applies to professional dog walkers too)

· clear up after your dog.

· If you ignore a PSPO, you can be fined: £100 on the spot (a ‘Fixed Penalty Notice’), up to £1,000 if it goes to court

· The laws relating to dogs and dog ownership are quite complex and detailed. For further information, please refer to;  www.gov.uk/Defra

· As a result of section 68 of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2007, local authorities in England are now solely responsible for dealing with stray dogs, seven days a week, 24 hours a day. The dogs are kept for seven days and then usually made available for rehoming. If there are no suitable homes, the dogs may be put to sleep.

· Under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, owners have a duty of care to meet the needs of their pets.

· For more information about the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and secondary legislation see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/animal-welfare-legislation-protecting-pets 

Vocabulary
Customs and Excise
Home Office
illegal
legislation
licence
local authority
stray
quarantine
microchip
Useful websites
RSPCA - All about animals - General pet care
RSPCA - Campaigns
RSPCA - Pets get slim
RSPCA - Stray dogs
RSPCA - Cyberpet mobidog
Defra - Animal Welfare Act
Defra - Protecting pets from cruelty
Write To Them
Defra - Pet Travel Scheme
Office of Public Sector Information
United Kingdom Parliament
Defra - Controlling your dog in public
Defra - Control of dogs, the law and you (leaflet)
Story – The dog on the football field

Football practice in the park had finished half an hour ago and most of the team had gone home. Paul, the coach, was packing the equipment away when a dog ran across the field towards him and started playing with one of the balls that he hadn’t put away yet.
“Hello there,” said Paul, looking around for the dog’s owner. He saw a lady walking a dog on the other side of the field and assumed that she was the owner.
After packing everything away, he turned around and found that the dog was still there. It sat and looked at Paul. By now, the woman that Paul had seen across the field was quite close. The dog ran over to the woman and started to play with her dog.
“Is this your dog?” she called to Paul.

“No, I thought it was yours,” he called back, as he ran over to join them.

The stray dog was friendly, and it allowed the woman to check for a collar.

“No collar on her,” she said after quickly examining the female dog. “She looks healthy enough though.”
“Shall we call the police?” asked Paul.

“I found a stray dog last year and called the police, but they said it’s not their responsibility to collect stray dogs,” said the woman.

“Then should we call the RSPCA?” suggested Paul.

“The RSPCA only rescues injured stray dogs. You need to call the local authority dog warden.”
Fortunately, Paul had his mobile phone. He used it to find out the phone number for the dog warden, who said that he would be there in 20 minutes.

In a short while, a white van pulled into the park and stopped next to the football field.

The dog warden saw that the stray dog was friendly. He took a microchip reader out of his van and passed it over the back of the dog’s neck.

“Well, she has a microchip so we can now find out who the owner is,” he said. “I’ll have to take her to the kennels until I can get in touch with the owner.”
“Can I look after her?” asked Paul.

“No, if you find a stray dog and you know who the owner is, but you decide to keep the dog without informing the owner, you are breaking the law. Besides, we have the facilities to care for the dog until we can return her to her owner.”

With the dog put safely into a pet carrier and lifted into the van, the dog warden drove away.
Worksheet – Our attitude to dogs

The issue: Dog identification
The law: All dogs allowed outside must have a collar and tag with their owner’s name and details. From April 2016 there is a legal requirement to microchip your dog.
Enforced by: Local authority (dog warden).
The issue: Quarantine (rabies)
The law: Dogs must spend six months in quarantine before being brought into the UK, to ensure that they don’t have rabies or other infectious diseases. Dogs can travel in Europe and return to the UK without being quarantined if they have a pet passport and have been microchipped and vaccinated against rabies.

Enforced by: Customs and Excise officers.
The issue: Stray dogs
The law: Local councils are now fully responsible for dealing with stray dogs, seven days a week, 24 hours a day. The dogs are kept for seven days and then usually made available for rehoming or put to sleep.

Enforced by: Local authority (dog warden).
The issue: Dogs as laboratory animals
The law: Before anyone experiments on animals they must have a licence from the Home Office.

Enforced by: Home Office inspectors.

The issue: Dog fur used for clothing
The law: It is not illegal to own a coat made of dog fur. However, fur farming, with animals kept for fur, has been banned in the UK.

The issue: Dogs barking
The law: A dog that keeps barking is not illegal, but local authority officers can prosecute owners for loud, persistent noise levels.

Enforced by: Local authority environmental health officers.
Worksheet – The news about dogs (law cards)
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Worksheet – The news about dogs 1
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Woman given
ban for dog
cruelty

An unlicensed breeder who kept 26 Rottweiler and
boxer dogs in appalling conditions at her home has
been banned from keeping dogs for three years.

Deborah Sims, of London Road, Hailsham, was also
given a 12-month supervision order with 160 hours
of unpaid work.

The 43-year-old was convicted of seven counts of
causing unnecessary suffering to the animals following
a trial in October at Hastings Magistrates’ Court.

The court heard the dogs had painful wounds and
were surrounded by faeces.

RSPCA inspectors said the wounds were a result
of the animals having their tails docked.

BBC News Online 12/12/2008

Warwickshire juhk—food-diet
dog seeks new home

A kennel in Warwickshire is looking for a new home for a dangerously obese dog whose
past diet of fish and chips and roast dinners had put her life at risk.

The Dog’s Trust in Honiley said Cassie, an eight-year-old border collie, weighed nine stone
— three times the normal weight for her breed.
Staff said Cassie's weight prevented her from acting like a dog as her size meant she

could not walk far.

Cassie was so overweight when she was brought into the centre a few weeks ago that
she had to be helped to her feet by staff placing a blanket beneath her, to encourage her

to stand up.

BBC News Online 10/04/2011





Worksheet – The news about dogs 2
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The RSPCA says it is concerned about a possible

dog fighting ring after the badly bitten body of a
pit bull terrier was found in Buckinghamshire.

The body was found covered in blood and wrapped in
a duvet in Sherington Road, Newport Pagnell, on
Tuesday.

The RSPCA said the presence of old scars indicated
the male dog could have been involved in illegal
fighting.

BBC News Online 02/03/2011

.....................................................................

Man sought over
Woolwich dog attack
YouTube video

The RSPCA is hoping to trace a man apparently seen kicking
his dog on a video online.

The footage, posted on the website YouTube, was purportedly
shot in Knee Hill Park, Woolwich, in south-east London.

It shows a man in a white hooded top making a
fawn-coloured dog run before kicking it twice.

The RSPCA described the footage as “extremely shocking”
and asked members of the public to identify the culprit.

On several occasions the man pulls the dog into the air
by its lead.

A spokesman for the charity said: “The footage is extremely
shocking as it shows what appears to be a man deliberately
kicking the dog with some considerable force.”

BBC News Online 18/10/2010

Mustafa
Elsherkisi
appeals
dog-dirt murder
conviction

A man who killed his neighbour
during a row over dog fouling
in Edinburgh is challenging his
murder conviction.

Mustafa Elsherkisi, 49,
was ordered to serve at least
15 years before he can ask
to be freed, when he was
found guilty of racially
aggravated murder.

Elsherkisi, a Libyan national,
stabbed Mohammed Idris
Mirza, 47, in Stenhouse
Gardens North on 26 May
2010. He was jailed in
December 2010.

He has now lodged papers

L at the Court of Criminal Appeal

in Edinburgh.

BBC News Online 12/04/2011





Worksheet – Pets and the law quiz

Circle one answer for each question:

1. You can legally own a pet from the age of 10.




True/False

2. If you are looking after someone else’s pet, you are not legally responsible.
True/False
3. It is illegal to keep your cat inside all the time.




True/False
4. It is against the law to buy and sell endangered species.


True/False
5. By law, you must take your animal to the vet at least once a year.

True/False
6. Pet birds do not need to be able to fly in their cages.



True/False
7. Dog fighting is legal as long as you have a licence.



True/False
8. It is illegal to keep a rabbit in a hutch if it can’t sit up on its back legs.

True/False
9. It is illegal to give an animal as a prize to a child.



True/False
10. It is illegal to allow animals used in experiments to suffer.


True/False
Worksheet – Do YOU know the law about dogs?

Who enforces the law?

Anyone can prosecute an offence under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 but it is usually the RSPCA or the police.
	What’s the issue?
	Is this true?
	True or false?
	Who enforces the law? (Police, Local Authority, RSPCA or other charities.)

	Dog fighting
	It is illegal to keep or train a dog for fighting, take part in a dog fight or just be present at a dog fight.
	
	

	Dangerous dogs
	It is legal to let a dog be dangerously out of control in a public place. 
	
	

	Dog licenses
	Dog owners must get a license from their local authority.
	
	

	Collars
	Dogs must wear a collar and identity tag when in a public place. The tag must show the contact details of the dog’s owner.
	
	

	Dog fouling
	People who let their dogs foul in a public place and don’t clean it up may be fined.
	
	

	Cruelty
	It is legal to cause dogs to suffer by hurting them or not looking after them properly.
	
	

	Eating dog meat
	It is legal to eat dog meat in the  UK.
	
	

	Dog fur coats
	It is legal to own a coat made of dog fur in the UK.
	
	

	Hunting
	It is legal to hunt badgers and otters.
	
	


Factsheets – Other laws about dogs

The issue: Dog identification
The law: All dogs allowed outside must have a collar and tag with their owner’s name and details. From April 2016 it is a legal requirement for all dogs to be micro-chipped. 
Enforced by: Local authority (dog warden).

The issue: Quarantine (rabies)

The law: Dogs must spend six months in quarantine before being brought into the UK, to ensure that they don’t have rabies or other infectious diseases. Dogs can travel in Europe and return to the UK without being quarantined if they have a pet passport and have been microchipped and vaccinated against rabies.

Enforced by: Customs and Excise officers.

The issue: Stray dogs
The law: Local councils are now fully responsible for dealing with stray dogs, seven days a week, 24 hours a day. The dogs are kept for seven days and then usually made available for rehoming or put to sleep.

Enforced by: Local authority (dog warden).

The issue: Dogs as laboratory animals
The law: Before anyone experiments on animals they must have a licence from the Home Office.

Enforced by: Home Office inspectors.

The issue: Dog fur used for clothing
The law: It is not illegal to own a coat made of dog fur. However, fur farming, with animals kept for fur, has been banned in the UK.

The issue: Dogs barking
The law: A dog that keeps barking is not illegal, but local authority officers can prosecute owners for loud, persistent noise levels.

Enforced by: Local authority environmental health officers.
Factsheets – Mind map – dogs
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Factsheets – Pets and the law quiz (answers)

1. You can legally own a pet from the age of 10.
False - under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, you can only legally own a pet from the age of 16

2. If you are looking after someone else’s pet, you are not legally responsible.
False - if you are temporarily in charge of an animal, you have a legal responsibility for it. However, if you are under 16, your parent or guardian is legally responsible for the animal.
3. It is illegal to keep your cat inside all the time.
False - this is not illegal, as long as the animal's needs are being met and the cat is not showing signs of distress as a result of being confined. Most cats like to go outdoors but if the cat is able to express normal behaviour and has enough room to move around indoors, then it is OK to keep it inside.
4. It is against the law to buy and sell endangered species.
True - there are Customs and Excise regulations that prevent endangered species being imported. In the UK it is illegal to trade in certain endangered species.
5. By law, you must take your animal to the vet at least once a year.
False - under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, as long as your animal is not suffering you do not need to take it to the vet regularly.
6. Pet birds do not need to be able to fly in their cages.
True - it depends on the size of the bird and the size of the cage, and whether the bird's needs are being met inside the cage. It is only a legal requirement that birds kept in captivity have enough room (in all directions) to stretch their wings freely.
7. Dog fighting is legal as long as you have a licence.
False - all animal fighting is illegal. This includes training an animal to fight and being present at a fight.
8. It is illegal to keep a rabbit in a hutch if it can’t sit up on its back legs.
True - the Animal Welfare Act 2006 states that animals should be able to display natural behaviour. For rabbits, this includes being able to sit up.
9. It is illegal to give an animal as a prize to a child.
False - however, under 16s must be accompanied by an adult who must agree to accept the prize.
10. It is illegal to allow animals used in experiments to suffer.
False - there is no law specifically related to the suffering of animals used in research. However, all uses of animals in research must be licensed under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986, which imposes strict conditions.
Factsheets – The news about dogs (answers)
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The law: A criminal offence may be
committed if a dog is bred with health
problems and suffers unnecessarily as
a result.

Enforced by: The RSPCA/police/local
authority.

Kennel Club ‘failing to do enough for
pedigree dogs’ (BBC News Online)

The issue: Tail docking.

The law: Tail docking is illegal for most
breeds of dog, with the exception of
working dogs such as gun dogs when
the docking must be done by a vet.
Tail docking may be carried out on
any dog by a vet for medical reasons.

Enforced by: The RSPCA, the police or,
for licensed dog breeders, the local
authority.

Woman given ban for dog cruelty
(BBC News Online)

The issue: Dog obesity.

The law: It is illegal to cause a dog
unnecessary suffering.

Enforced by: The RSPCA/police.

Warwickshire junk-food-diet dog seeks
new home (BBC News Online)

The issue: Dog fouling.

The law: If someone lets their dog foul
in a public place they may be fined.

Enforced by: The police/local
authority.

Mustafa Elsherkisi appeals dog-dirt
murder conviction (BBC News Online)

The issue: Dog fighting.

The law: It is illegal to keep or train a
dog for fighting, take part in a dog
fight or be present at a dog fight.

Enforced by: The police/local
authority.

Dog fighting fears after wounded pit
bull body is found (BBC News Online)

The issue: Cruelty to dogs.

The law: It is against the law to cause
a dog ‘unnecessary suffering’ or to
keep it in such a way that suffering is
likely to occur.

Enforced by: The RSPCA/police/local
authority.

Man sought over Woolwich dog
attack YouTube video (BBC News
Online)





Factsheets – Do YOU know the law about dogs? (answers)
Who enforces the law?

Anyone can prosecute an offence under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 but it is usually the RSPCA or the police.
	What’s the issue?
	Is this true?
	True or false?
	Who enforces the law? (Police, Local Authority, RSPCA or other charities.)

	Dog fighting
	It is illegal to keep or train a dog for fighting, take part in a dog fight or just be present at a dog fight.
	True
	The RSPCA/  Police

	Dangerous dogs
	It is legal to let a dog be dangerously out of control in a public place. 
	False – It is illegal for your dog to be dangerously out of control  in a public or a private place. 
	The Police/ local  authority/ dog warden or the RSPCA if there is a cruelty issue.

	Dog licenses
	Dog owners must get a license from their local authority.
	False
	

	Collars
	Dogs must wear a collar and identity tag when in a public place. The tag must show the contact details of the dog’s owner.
	True. From April 2016 there is a legal  requirement to microchip your dog.  
	Local authority (dog warden)

	Dog fouling
	People who let their dogs foul in a public place and don’t clean it up may be fined.
	True
	Local  Authority, Police, Community Officers.  

	Cruelty
	It is legal to cause dogs to suffer by hurting them or not looking after them properly.
	False
	RSPCA/ Police/local authority

	Eating dog meat
	It is legal to eat dog meat in the  UK.
	True
	

	Dog fur coats
	It is legal to own a coat made of dog fur in the UK.
	True
	

	Hunting
	It is legal to hunt badgers and otters.
	False
	The Police/RSPCA/League Against Cruel Spports/IFAW.


Factsheets – Pit bull terriers and the law
It has recently become fashionable for teenagers and young people to own pit bull-type dogs. However, it is illegal to own this breed under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, section 1.
There has been some confusion in the past about how to identify this breed and about how unpredictable its temperament can be. Some owners have acquired these dogs unwittingly and others use them for various forms of criminality, such as organised dog fighting.
It is now commonplace for dog fights to be held in urban parks and on wasteland. The obvious consequences of this are injuries to the dogs, which often do not receive adequate veterinary attention. Another problem arises when owners acquire dogs without fully knowing the dog’s history. Dogs can be bred with a specific bloodline that is more likely to lead to aggressive behaviour. It is an offence under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 to fight a dog against another dog and also to train a dog for fighting purposes.
Below is a picture of a typical pit bull terrier type of dog, which may fall foul of the above legislation. Breaches of this legislation can lead to the dog being confiscated, fines being issued or imprisonment. If you suspect you might own such an animal, you should contact your local police station for advice.
If anyone has information concerning dog fighting in any form, please contact the RSPCA’s cruelty and advice line on 0300 1234 999.
[image: image6.emf]
Image – Stray dog
Local authorities and the police have joint responsibility for stray dogs. The RSPCA does not collect healthy stray dogs.
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Teachers' notes – The Animal Welfare Act 2006

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 only applies to vertebrate, non-human animals (e.g. mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish).

The categories of animals protected by the Act depend on the offence in question.

Protected animals are those that are:

· commonly domesticated in the British Islands (e.g. dogs and cats, including feral cats and stray dogs), or

· under the control of man, whether on a permanent basis (e.g. wild animals in circuses and zoos) or a temporary basis (e.g. animals caught in traps), or

· not living in a wild state (e.g. animals that escape from captivity but cannot be described as living in a wild state because they are non-native to the British Islands).

The Act does not apply to invertebrates (e.g. insects, shellfish, octopuses and snails), foetal or embryonic animals, wild animals (that do not fall within the definition of protected animal) and research animals that are regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986.

The Act does not apply to the sea, only to inland waters (river, streams, lakes) and estuaries. The Act does not affect legal hunting (i.e. trail hunting), shooting and sea fishing, and does not apply to angling.

The offences in the Act are divided into two broad categories – the promotion of animal welfare and the prevention of harm to animals.

The owner of an animal is always considered to be legally ‘responsible’ for the animal’s welfare. But legal responsibility may also include the person who is in charge of an animal, even temporarily. If an animal is looked after by a child under 16, the person who has the care and control of the child (e.g. parent/guardian) is treated as responsible for the animal.

The promotion of animal welfare

Duty of care

A person commits an offence if he/she does not take reasonable steps to ensure that the needs of an animal for which he/she is responsible are met (the ‘duty of care’) in line with good practice (Only the courts are entitled to define what good practice means in relation to looking after different animals).

The Act defines an animal’s needs as including:

a) its need for a suitable environment

b) its need for a suitable diet

c) its need to be able to exhibit normal behaviour patterns

d) any need it has to be housed with, or apart from, other animals, and

e) its need to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.

Selling animals to persons under 16

It is illegal to sell an animal to any person whom you have reasonable cause to believe to be under 16. This includes transferring or agreeing to transfer ownership of an animal (e.g. giving an unwanted pet to someone under 16).

Offering a person under 16 the chance to win an animal as a prize

Generally, it is an offence to offer a person under 16, who is not accompanied by an adult, an animal as a prize.

The prevention of harm to animals

Unnecessary suffering

There are two separate offences:

1. to cause unnecessary suffering to a protected animal by an act (e.g. kicking a dog) or failure to act (e.g. to provide veterinary treatment)

2. to permit unnecessary suffering to an animal for which that person is responsible, which has been caused by another person (e.g. allowing someone to neglect a pet by not feeding it).

Mutilation

Mutilation, i.e. interference with the sensitive tissues or bone structure of protected animals is banned unless:

· it is necessary for the animal’s medical treatment, or

· it is a procedure specifically allowed by regulations because it is performed in the animal’s long-term welfare interest or it is an accepted method of animal management, e.g. on farm. 
Docking of dogs’ tails

It is illegal to dock a dog’s tail unless this is required for the purpose of its medical treatment or the dog is a certified working dog of a certain breed or breed type (as specified by secondary legislation) and is not more than five days old. Different exceptions apply to dogs in England and Wales.

The showing of dogs with docked tails is also restricted. It is an offence to show a dog whose tail has been wholly or partially removed on or after 28 March 2007 (Wales) or 6 April 2007 (England) at an event that people pay money to watch. However, it is not illegal if the dog is a certified working dog and is shown only for the purposes of demonstrating its working ability.

Administration of poisons etc

A person commits an offence if they administer poisonous or injurious substances or drugs to a protected animal, or they permit someone else to do this. It also applies if they cause these substances to be taken by a protected animal, e.g. leaving rat poison out, which may be eaten by another animal.

Fighting etc

An animal fight is defined as an occasion on which a protected animal is placed with an animal or a human, for the purpose of fighting, wrestling or baiting. There are a number of offences relating to animal fights. The main offences include causing an animal to fight, or attempting to do so, receiving money for admission to a fight, publicising a fight, training an animal to fight, betting on a fight and being present at an animal fight without lawful authority. Animals commonly used for fighting include dogs, cockerels and badgers.

Sanctions

The magistrates have a range of sanctions available to them in the event of finding someone guilty of offences under the Act. Depending on the offence, these may include:

· custodial sentences of up to six months

· deprivation orders (taking the animal away)

· disqualification orders (banning a person from owning, keeping, controlling, influencing, dealing or transporting animals)

· fines of up to £20,000

· destruction of the animal.
Associated secondary legislation and codes of practice

The Animal Welfare Act has been designed to evolve over time and have a positive impact on attitudes to animals. Secondary legislation and codes of practice on the keeping of cats, dogs and equines, the rearing of game birds, racing greyhounds and keeping primates as pets have been published by the governments of England and Wales. Other secondary legislation on issues such as wild animals in circuses, performing animals and commercial pet vending may be introduced under the Act but will take a while to be written.

Until these are in place, any animal may be used for any purpose or activity, provided it is lawful (section 9.3). At times, this may appear to be in opposition to the welfare offence, for example, the suffering of battery hens. However, the standard to which the ‘duty of care’ applies is the extent required by ‘good practice’.

The concept of good practice is not static – it may evolve with time. For example, many people keep rabbits in hutches on their own, which is not illegal under the Act. However, an increasing number of experts believe that rabbits are social animals that, in a natural state, live in groups, and that living alone does not fulfil their need to have the company of other animals. Therefore, the courts may, in the future, decide on the basis of such advice that keeping a rabbit on its own is not ‘good practice’ and is therefore an offence.

Find up-to-date information on secondary legislation for England and Wales.

The RSPCA is opposed to any activity involving animals that is likely to cause unnecessary suffering.

If you believe an offence has been committed under the Animal Welfare Act 2006, you should telephone the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999.
Anti-social behaviour with dogs

An injunction or Criminal Behaviour Order can be given to anyone over the age of 10 years old where there are concerns regarding their behaviour with their dog.  For example - if they are using their dog to threaten or harass someone. Injunctions and Criminal Behaviour Orders can mean that you need to keep your dog on a lead, attend training classes with your dog, or prevent you from going to certain places with your dog (as well as other restrictions or requirements).If you do not stick to the conditions of the injunction or Criminal Behaviour Order, then you can be sent to Court and in serious cases, be sent to prison.

From April 2016 there is a legal requirement to microchip your dog. 
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