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	Lesson plan




Farm animals – Caring for farm animals
Gofalu am anifeiliad fferm

COUNTRY: Wales					KEY STAGE: Foundation Phase

CURRICULUM SUBJECT				AREA OF FOCUS Farm animals
Creative development				
Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural diversity
Knowledge and understanding of the world
Physical development


This set of activities aims to teach children that many food and other products that we enjoy come from animals who are kept on farms. They will learn that farm animals, like other animals, have basic needs that must be met by the humans who care for them, but will also learn about the ways in which consumers can influence the health and welfare of these animals.

Initial teacher input
· Slowly unpack a bag containing a couple of animal-related food products (e.g. milk, some sausages), a pair of wellington boots, a toy tractor, a bucket and a picture of a border collie, asking the children after each object comes out if they can guess what this topic is going to be about. Hopefully, they will eventually arrive at the theme of farms!

· Ask who has ever enjoyed the food products that are in the bag. What other things come from farm animals – children suggest ideas. Without farm animals, we wouldn’t ever have these things, so we need to say a big thank you to the animals who made them.

· The RSPCA believes that all people who look after animals, including farm animals, should aim to give them the five freedoms by:

· providing fresh water and the right type and amount of food to keep them fit
· making sure that animals have the right type of environment including shelter and somewhere comfortable to rest
· preventing them from getting ill or injured and by making sure that animals are diagnosed and treated rapidly if they do
· making sure animals have enough space, proper facilities and the company of other animals of their own kind
· making sure their conditions and treatment avoid mental suffering.

· Introduce these needs, linking them to the children’s own basic needs, e.g. “You wouldn’t 
like to spend all your time on your own with no friends, would you?”
Adult-led activities
· Introduce children to the things that are natural behaviours for hens – flapping their wings, pecking the ground, building a nest, laying eggs on a nest and sitting on them, dustbathing and sitting on a perch at night. Can the children mime these things? Introduce the photos of the caged hens and the free-range hens from the image collection Farm animals. Ask one group of children to sit in a confined space, such as underneath the table, and pretend to be caged hens. Ask another group to pretend to be free-range hens who can choose where to go in the given space. Compare which of those natural behaviours each group can do. Ask which group of hens they think is the happiest. Show examples of egg boxes that are labelled 'caged' or 'free-range' and suggest to the children that the next time they are in a supermarket, they ask an adult to show them the different types.

· Visit an approved working farm with the children. See the link to FACE in the tab Useful websites, which can give links to farms approved for school visits.

· Use the farm animal images from the collection of images Baby animals - Farm animals to play a ‘snap’ game with the children, matching the adult animals to their young. When a child successfully matches up a pair, they must give one example of what that animal needs before they can take the cards.

· Cut out the statements from the activity sheet Who cares for baby? Mother animals do some of the things that are needed to care for their young, but the farmer needs to do other things. With the children, discuss the statements and sort them according to whether they are jobs for the farmer or for the mother (see teachers' notes Who cares for baby? (answers)). Some of them could belong in both categories.
· Play the corners game. Identify four corners of the classroom or playground and label them cow, pig, sheep and chicken. Hold up either food packets or pictures of products that come from animals and the children must run to the corner that represents the animal who helped to make the product. 
Opportunities for child-initiated activities
· Attach a trailer to a sit-on toy vehicle and put some toy animals in there, which the farmer is taking to market. Ask the children how they are going to make sure that the animals are safe and comfortable throughout their journey. Ask them if they have enough water on board. Have they checked the vehicle to make sure that it is safe and working? Will they stop during their journey?

· Use a small-world farm but set it up each day so that something different is wrong. Can the children put it right? The children can be told each day what the problem is. See the teachers’ notes Farm play – Situations.
· Put out a selection of food packets, imitation food or pictures of food taken from the activity sheet Products from animals, together with some sorting rings. When the children are sorting them, ask them about the criteria they are using. Have they thought about which ones came from animals?

· Create a farm animal chatterbox – a box of objects relating to farms – that the children can pull out and use to talk to a partner about farms, the animals and their needs. The box could include: 
· toy farm animals
· fence pieces and a barn from the farm set 
· some strands of hay
· a small bucket
· a toy stethoscope
· woollen gloves
· some imitation food that comes from animals, e.g. an egg, milk carton.

· Put out the images of farm animals and their babies for the children to match up. Ask them about how they have matched them up. Model the use of the correct vocabulary for the animal babies. Ask the children what things the mother animal needs to do for her young and what the farmer needs to do.

· Set up a farm role play area. You will need:
· suitable clothing for the children to dress as the farmer
· areas designated for different animals
· a bucket so that the farmer can fill up the water troughs each day
· different bags/sacks to represent the feed for each animal
· a telephone so that the farmer can call the vet when necessary
· tools to mend the fences and shelters
· a list of possible situations for any adult who might join in the play – see teachers’ notes Farm play - Situations.

· Sing the Happy chicken song after the caged/free-range hens activity. Singing to the tune of If you’re happy and you know it, for each verse, add an example of hens' normal behaviour, e.g. "If you're happy and you know it, flap your wings" or "peck the ground".
· The children could visit a local shop to look at the range of eggs sold there.
· Introduce the Freedom Food logo to the children, explaining that products that display this logo have been produced on farms where the animals have been inspected to higher welfare standards (see teachers' notes Freedom Food logo). If the children visit a shop (see above), they could look out for which products display this logo. 
Did you know?
· More than 900 million cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry are reared in the UK each year for food production, along with many millions of farmed fish.
· Almost 90 per cent of non-caged egg production in the UK is Freedom Food-approved.*
· Pigs are highly intelligent and inquisitive animals that would naturally spend a large part of their day exploring their environment.
· Some cows are able to produce more than 80 pints of milk per day.
· Sheep’s wool contains a waxy substance called lanolin, which helps sheep to stay dry during wet weather.
· Since 1 January 2012 the barren battery cage has been banned across the EU. However, the so-called 'enriched' battery cage is still permitted. Although the enriched battery cage does provide some additional facilities and slightly more usable space (an extra 50cm2 per hen - about the size of a beer mat), the RSPCA does not believe that these are adequate enough to provide for the full behavioural and physical needs of laying hens. Visit the RSPCA website for more information on enriched battery cages.
*figure correct as of 2014
Expectations
After covering this theme:
· Most pupils will: understand that many products that we use every day are derived from farm animals and will be able to match some to the animal who helped to make them. They will understand that farm animals have basic needs and that some animals are raised to higher welfare standards than others
· Some pupils have not made so much progress and will: understand that many products that we use every day are derived from farm animals. They will understand that farm animals have basic needs 
· Some pupils will have progressed further and will: understand that many products that we use every day are derived from farm animals and will be able to match an extensive range of them to the animal who helped to make them. They will understand that farm animals have basic needs, will be able to describe those needs and will know that some animals are raised to higher welfare standards than others and that products from these animals are labelled as such.
Vocabulary
caged / mewn cawell		calf / llo		cattle / gwartheg		chick / cyw chicken / cyw iâr		cow / buwch		duck / hwyaden		duckling / hwyaden fach			free-range / buarth	goat / gafr			hen / iâr  
kid / myn			lamb / oen		needs / anghenion		pig / mochyn piglet / mochyn bach		sheep / defaid		shelter / lloches			
transport / cludo

Useful websites
RSPCA - All about animals - Farm animals
RSPCA - Freedom Food
FACE - Farming and Countryside Education
Video - What do farm animals need?



Activity sheet – products from animals (1)
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Activity sheet – products from animals (2)
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Activity sheet – Who cares for baby?
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cynhyrchion o anifeiliaid (1)
[image: ]
Taflen weithgareddau – Cynhyrchion o anifeiliaid (2)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Pwy sy’n magu’r babi?
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Teachers’ notes – Farm play – situations
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Teachers’ notes – Who cares for baby? (answers)
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Teachers’ notes – The five freedoms 
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Teachers’ notes – Freedom food logo
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Nodiadau’r athrawon – Chwarae fferm – Sefyllfaoedd
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Nodiadau’r athrawon – Pwy sy’n magu’r babi? (atebion)
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Nodiadau’r athrawon – Y pum rhyddid
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Nodiadau’r athrawon – Logo Freedom Food (Bwyd Rhyddid)
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