	[image: image1.jpg]spadiliN Al &

SSNOJPOOAN opadijuad

Juy dsop o
9«/ \w@ SIEEETe| o9g NI
cUit} R Bimiog piydy
puo Buo) ¥ a|dwipXxs 10}
ApoQg 8yl s| s108sU|
¢sbe| Jyble »

uoy4 alowl ¢sBe| 1yble ¢, S0 xis ¢ sbo| enoy
SADY 4§l $90( e oADY |l $90( g = anpy yseoq @ - m@«oo had
@ &1 puUNoID
% T sBuu enny
Jepids $lleus D aApY |l s80( Apog ey} seoq
9\/@@:

BnIs [Ious wlomypng

sispaqiuiw 0} apInb sidwis v




	Lesson plan





Habitats – The web of life
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 2

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Science





Habitats







Minibeasts



This lesson looks at simple food chains and encourages pupils to recognise the importance of each animal within the chain. 
Starter activity
The basic chain
Use the following information to describe the basic workings and terms required for a food chain.
· The Sun is the original source of energy in the form of light and heat.

· Producers (plants) make food using light from the sun during photosynthesis. Plants are eaten by consumers.

· Consumers are animals.

· Herbivores are primary consumers. They eat plants to get energy.

· Carnivores are secondary consumers. They eat herbivores to get energy.

· Decomposers break down dead matter into nutrients which go back into the environment and are used by plants. Fungi and bacteria are decomposers.

The food pyramid
At each level of the food chain, there is less energy available than at the previous level, because some of the energy has been lost, for example as heat.
Chains in action
Ask the pupils, in groups or pairs, to study plants in the school garden or at home. They should record any herbivore they see eating the plants, for example caterpillars and slugs. Can they see any carnivores such as spiders and birds? Ask them to record the animals and put them into a simple food chain.
Learning styles: kinaesthetic, visual. 
Main activity
Make simple food chains
Ask the pupils to make signs on A4 sheets of card showing the different parts of the following food chain:
· Sun - you need one of these

· Flowers and leaves - you will need about ten of these

· Aphids - you will need five of these

· Ladybirds - you will need two or three of these

· Bird - you will need one of these.

The number will give you some idea of the food pyramid, but won't accurately reflect it. You need plenty of space for this activity - ideally a playground or hall - and lots of skipping ropes. Give each pupil one of the signs and explain that they are going to arrange themselves into a food chain.
Start with the sun. Ask everyone who uses energy directly from the sun to form a link with a skipping rope. Work back through the levels so that all the pupils are joined to make the food pyramid. What happens if one type of minibeast is removed from the chain? Ask all the aphids to sit down and drop their rope. What would happen to the other animals?
Learning styles: kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
Class discussion
Bring human activity such as the use of pesticides and herbicides into the situation. What will happen to the food chain?
Learning styles: auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Assessment 
Give pupils the names of a variety of plants and animals and see if they can make a food chain. 
Extension activities
Make a food chain mobile using photocopies of the factsheet A simple guide to minibeasts.
Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· to identify the food source of some animals

· to learn that plants are producers and animals are consumers.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this lesson:
· most children will: state the food source of some animals; distinguish between those which eat plants and those which eat other animals

· some children will not have made so much progress and will: identify some local habitats; name a few of the organisms that live there and make observations of animals and plants

· some children will have progressed further and will also: represent feeding relationships within a habitat by food chains; explain that food chains begin with a green plant which 'produces' food for other organisms.

Did you know?
· There are many different types of ladybirds with different numbers of spots and blotches.

· Ladybirds have hard, brightly-coloured shells to protect them from predators.

· They eat aphids and other small insects.

· They are eaten by spiders and birds.

Vocabulary
consumer
food chain
habitat
herbicides
insecticide
organism
predator
prey
producer

Factsheet – A simple guide to minibeasts
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