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	Lesson plan





Habitats - What is a habitat?
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 1

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Science





Habitats



Habitats are places where animals and plants live. The plants and animals - including humans - in a habitat need each other to survive.  Remind the pupils of the code of conduct established in the Habitats - Ground Rules lesson.
Starter activity
Habitats are homes
· Ask the pupils what they think the word 'habitat' means. A habitat is a home to living things. Ask pairs or groups of pupils to think about what types of places they think are habitats and to share their ideas with the class.

· Humans are animals too - what type of habitat do the pupils think they live in? Their town or village, house and bedroom could all be habitats of different scales. Many pupils assume that habitats have to be natural places - such as woods or ponds - but even a classroom can be a habitat.

Learning styles: auditory.
Main activity
Out and about
Take the pupils on a short walk around the school grounds or to a local park. Ask them to think about all the different habitats they see. Draw their attention to the animals or evidence of animals in the habitats. Habitats to look for include fallen logs, windowsills, plant pots, trees, hedges, pond, flower beds, long grasses, leaf mould and even short grass. Encourage children to use all their senses to explore the habitat.
· Hearing: Ask the pupils to close their eyes and be very quiet. What can they hear? Birds, traffic, the noise of other children? How many animal noises can they hear? What does this tell them about who lives in the habitat?

· Seeing: Give pairs of pupils a short length of cardboard tube and ask them to look carefully through it at the habitat. Can they see any animals? Try looking closely at the bark of trees or at the base of grass.

· Smell: Closing their eyes again, ask the pupils to think about what they can smell. Traffic fumes? Fresh air? A particular plant? School dinners? The dustbins?

· Touch: Is the habitat shady and cool or open to the elements? Is it damp or dry?

Ask the pupils to record their ideas in a simple table with a different heading for each sense.
Learning styles: auditory, visual, kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
Big or small
· Different animals like different habitats - some animals will like the shade of a tree while others like the dark and damp underground. Different animals need different types of habitats.

· Explain that habitats can be big or small. Talk about the different habitats you saw on the walk. Ask the pupils to think about whether they are large or small. A tree or groups of trees is a mini-habitat. Underneath a plant-pot is a micro-habitat.

Learning styles: auditory.
Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· that there are differences between local habitats

· that there are different kinds of plants and animals in the immediate environment

· to treat animals and the environment with care and sensitivity

· to use senses to describe a habitat and record in a table.

Learning outcomes
At the end of this session:
· most pupils will: recognise that there are different local habitats

· some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: identify some local habitats

· some pupils will have progressed further and will also: suggest reasons why there are different habitats.

Vocabulary
habitat
hearing
seeing
smell
touch
under
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