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Habitats - Wild animals and their needs
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 2

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Science





Habitats
ICT



This activity introduces pupils to the concept of grouping/classification and making keys. It encourages pupils to make observations about a variety of organisms. 
Curriculum objectives
Pupils should learn:
· to group organisms according to their needs. 

Learning outcomes
At the end of this session:
· most pupils will: be able to group three or four animals according to their environmental needs and produce a simple key

· some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: recognise that there are differences in environmental needs

· some pupils will have progressed further and will also: be able to group a range of different organisms and produce a branching key.

Starter activity
Grouping and classifying animals
Download and photocopy the worksheet Animals (see Downloads tab). Ask groups or pairs of pupils to sort the animals into groups. Let them decide how to sort the animals the first time and discuss the way each group has done it. Suggest different ways that the groups could be sorted based on animal needs, for example:
· animals that need to live near water

· animals that need to live underground.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Main activity
Animal needs - a simple key
· Tell the pupils that visitors from another planet are going to visit the class. They know nothing about animals and you want to explain to them about some of the animals you have looked at.

· Children should work in groups. Give each group two or three animal cards (from the worksheet). Ask the groups to research what the animals on their cards need. For some groups you could write a prompt card for each need. Some groups could think about these questions:

1. What type of habitat does the animal need to live? Woods, a pond or in the city? Dark and damp places or sunny and dry?

2. What does the animal need to eat?

3. What type of home does the animal need?

4. Does the animal have any other needs? Does it need to hibernate?

5. Does it need to be with other animals of its own kind?

· Ask groups to make a simple key out of animal needs. Each question in the key should be able to be answered yes or no, for example:

1. Does the animal eat plants?

2. Does the animal like to live under the ground?

· At the bottom of the key should be a question that identifies one of the animals. Make a display from the keys and add the visitors from another planet to the display when the pupils are out at play! You can use the visitors as a focus to ask further questions about animals and their habitats.

Learning styles: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic. 
Plenary activity
Who am I?
Reinforce the work the pupils have done by playing 'Who am I?'. Ask one pupil to take on the role of one of the animals they have investigated. The other pupils need to ask questions but the person playing the animal can only answer yes or no. Can the pupils keep asking questions until they have decided who the animal is?
Learning styles: auditory. 
Differentiation
Differentiate by using different picture examples - those with obvious differences and those with more subtle differences.
Extension activities
Pupils could write more extensive keys and research further into individual animals' environmental needs using the Internet, CD ROMs and reference books. 
Display
You could make a display of the pupils' keys. 
Vocabulary
characteristics
classification
environment
habitat
key
organism 
Useful websites
Video - How can we help wild animals?

Worksheet – Animals
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