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	Facilitation guide





How do animals helps us?

FOCUS: The role of animals in our lives 
           TYPE: Visual, auditory and kinaesthetic




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: You can run these activities with just one person or in a small group.

HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
Completing all the activities will take 45 minutes. However, you can pick and choose which activities to complete. Each separate activity takes around 15 minutes.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Activity sheets

Facilitators notes
How  do animals help us?




How are bees useful?









How are cows useful?

Equipment






How are dogs useful?
Objects/photos used in the Everyday objects activity

Any photos that you have gathered yourself of animals helping people, or that the young person has brought in.





Aims and objectives

· This activity is just one part of a range of resources addressing the needs of young people who have been involved, or who are at risk of being involved, in cruelty to animals. Our online assessment tool Developing a suitable intervention programme (Word 17KB) will help you create individualised intervention programmes from these resources.

· The young person will realise during these activities that:

1. animals have an impact on everyone in some way

2. we all interact with animals throughout our lives.

What to do
· Choose some photos from the activity sheet How do animals help us? and ask the young person to put them in a timeline from past to present.

· Ask them to choose two to four photos (encouraging a selection of historical and modern-day uses) and to say what they think about the following points.


a. What job the animal is doing and how it is helping people.

b. Why they think that particular type of animal has been chosen to do that particular job, and why other types of animals may not be as suitable. Does the animal have any special skills or qualities?

c. Whether the animal is still used in that way or whether people have found another way to do that job using new technology, for example.

d. If we still use the animal to do that job today, why has new technology not replaced it?

e. How would people’s lives be affected if that animal weren’t available to do that job? How would their quality of life be affected?

f. Can they think of any alternative ways we might be able to do the same job without using animals?


· If they have already completed the Everyday objects activity, ask them to think back to the issues it raised – that animals interact with and affect our lives on a day-to-day basis (The objects/photos from that activity could be used as a reminder).


· If they haven’t done the Everyday objects activity, just ask the question: “Can you think of any other ways animals affect our lives or ways in which people use animals?”. Encourage them to think about the following.


1. Animals used for food and products – farm animals

2. Animals used for companionship or leisure – pets

3. Animals used to test medicines and products for human use – research animals

4. Animals as part of an ecosystem or food chain, or part of nature – wild animals

5. Animals used in sport – the RSPCA believes that ‘sport’ does not justify the causing of suffering to birds and other animals.


· Ask the young person to watch the short film about how dogs are used by the military. Our four-legged heroes is found in the Useful websites tab. Ask them to think about the following things and discuss them after the film.


1. What does the military use dogs for in places where they are working? For example, in Afghanistan.

2. Why do they use dogs instead of other technology?

3. What do you notice about the relationship between the dog and the handler?

4. What is the impact of using the dogs in combat zones such as Afghanistan?

5. What would happen if dogs like Charlie and Jirka didn’t exist?
· Ask them to think about what would happen if the following animals disappeared. You don’t need to discuss all the animals if you don’t want to. Use the facilitators’ notes (listed below) to help in your discussion.


1. How are cows useful?
2. How are bees useful?
3. How are dogs useful?

· Ask the young person to consider how they would be affected if animals no longer existed. It may be helpful to think about this in terms of the RSPCA’s areas of concern:


1. pets (companion animals)

2. wildlife

3. farm animals

4. animals used in research.


· It may also help to refer back to the objects/photos in the Everyday objects activity. Encourage them to think about the things they would no longer have, or be able to do that they enjoy. They might also be able to think about how people they know might also be affected, and other people in general.


· Finally, you may wish to ask the question: “Are animals important?”.


· We recommend that you complete the Everyday objects activity in this section before completing this one. A useful follow up to this activity is Ground rules for farm animals and/or Taking responsibility, which are both in the Who is responsible? section.


· You can choose which photos to use from the activity sheet How do animals help us? Your choice should be based on your knowledge of the young person you are working with. Choose the photos you think they will engage with the most. You can also add any of your own photos that you have found on the internet or ask them to bring in their own picture of an animal helping someone they know, if this would be appropriate.
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4. Assistance dogs for people with disabilities

This may include dogs that help people who are visually or hearing impaired.
Assistance dogs help people with disabilities live a more independent and
fulfilling life. They help them do day-to-day tasks that most of us take for
granted. These include crossing the road, going shopping, opening doors,
picking up items you have dropped and taking off clothing. For some of these
people, if they didn't have their dogs fo help them, they wouldn't be able
to live independently, and would need other people to care for them.

The dog is always a loyal companion and friend fo its owner. In many cases,
there would be a reduced quality of life for the person, and they would also
be affected emoftionally, and may be less happy. Because dogs make such
good companions for people, they are often used in therapy to make ill
people better.

facilitfators’ notes

5. Companion animals (pets)

Dogs are intelligent, and as a result they are highly frainable. They are also very
loyal. This is why dogs have always been a popular choice of pet for people.
They are considered part of the family as well as providing company for people
who live on their own or may geft lonely.
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Facilitators’ notes – How are bees useful?

[image: image2.jpg]How are bees useful?

We depend on bees more than we might realise. They play a crucial role in making
sure we have food to eaf. When bees go from flower fo flower looking for nectar,
they spread pollen, which helps plants grow. Without them, we'd have fo do
without some of the things we take for granted - sirawberries, cucumbers and
apples, for instance. It's thought that about a quarter of our food would be affected
if we didn’'ft have bees.

The value that bees and other insect pollinators confribute fo Europe's food
is estimated at about 14.2 billion euros, according fo the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust.

facilitators’ notes

Bees also pollinate wild flowers. Plants are at the bottom of every food chain,
so they are a vital species — any reduction in the population of bees would affect
ofher species too.

11 ISTR ATION- STUART TROTTER
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How are dogs useful? (1)

Dogs have been used by people for many years.
Even nowadays, they are used for some very
important jobs.

1. Search and rescue

Search and rescue dogs are specially trained

to find people. They are often used by the
emergency services, such as Mountain Rescue,

to find missing people. They are used in situations
such as avalanches, floods, building collapses and
explosions and earthquakes. They can look and sniff through debris to find people
who may still be trapped and who need rescuing. Search and rescue dogs were
used to look for survivors of the September 11 terrorist attacks on the Twin Towers
World Trade Centre in New York in 2001. They are very highly trained to detect
human scent and to also show rescuers the location of anyone who is trapped.
Without these special dogs to do this job, there would be fewer survivors of these
kinds of disasters, because up to now, there is no technology as effective in
detecting human scent as a dog’s nose.

2. Sniffer dogs used to find explosives in war zones

Some military dogs are used in war zones such as Afghanistan. They have been
trained to smell and detect improvised bombs and explosives that have usually
been put into place to harm the soldiers belonging to the Allied troops, including
those from Britain. Without these dogs, more soldiers’ lives would be put in danger,
and more would be injured or die in roadside explosions.

3. Sniffer dogs
These can be used to find illegal substances, including drugs and dangerous
substances such as explosives, as well as guns and ammunition.

Sniffer dogs can save lives as they are used in counter-terrorism. They can detect
the ingredients that people use to make explosives, as well as detecting bomlbs
and explosives that have been made and planted in public places. If these
bombs were not found and they did explode, many people could be seriously
hurt or killed.

They can also detect people who try to access a country illegally or are involved
in human trafficking. Without these dogs, our country would be a more dangerous
place to live as money made in human trafficking is often used to fund other
criminal activities. It would also mean that the government could not keep track
of new people entering the country, and this can cause a range of problems.

\_
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Facilitators’ notes – How are cows useful? 
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How are cows useful?

Cows are a very useful source of food products
and other goods that we use and wear.

Without cows, we would not have cow’s milk

and cream, beef, leather from cows and many
types of cheeses. Imagine what it would be like
without beef burgers, or even chocolate. Many
chocolate products we eat contain cow’s milk.

We would need to find alternative sources
for these products and perhaps use milkk and
cheeses from sheep or goats for example.

MIUSTRATION: STUART TROTTER
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