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	Lesson plan





Habitats - Pond frogs role-play
COUNTRY: England




KEY STAGE: 1 and 2

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS
Science





Habitats
Citizenship





Animals and us
English – Spoken language; Writing



This role play activity looks at problems created for wild animals by irresponsible and thoughtless human behaviour. 
Starter activity
Local visit
· Take the pupils on a visit to a local pond or wildlife area. (Remember to bear in mind health and safety guidelines.) Ask them to think about how humans using the area affect animals. Think about:

1. people dropping litter

2. people visiting the area, making noise and disturbing the place that animals live in

3. cars and roads and how they can affect animals.

· Before the role play, ask the pupils to decorate and make some frog masks. Copy the worksheet Frog mask on to card.

Learning styles: kinaesthetic.
Main activity
Role play
· Read the story A picnic at the pond once or twice - perhaps at the end of the day before you intend to do the role play. The pupils need to be familiar with the story before they develop it. If you have any topical issues relevant to your local area, add them to the story.

· Tell the pupils they are going to take on some of the different roles in the story. At this point divide them into the different groups:

1. animals - frogs, ducks and insects that live in the pond

2. the people who have a picnic and disturb the animals

3. the RSPCA inspectors and volunteers who clean out the pond.

· Give each group time to think about what they are going to do at different points in the story. Have a 'dry run' away from the pond where each group can show what it is going to do during the story.

· Using the masks, get pupils to 'hot-seat' how they would feel if they were one of the frogs in the pond. What would they want to say to the humans who dropped litter and disturbed their habitat?

· Lay out the blue material as a pond. Add the lily pads to it. Ask the pupils to get into position and slowly read the story, giving pupils the time they need to act out their parts. After a couple of practice runs you could ask another class to be the audience.

Learning styles: kinaesthetic.
Plenary activity
Allow the audience to ask the characters questions after the performance. Ask the pupils what they will now do to help wildlife in their area.
Learning styles: auditory, kinaesthetic.
Extension activities
· Ask the pupils to write up the role play as a script. Other classes can then take on the play and extend and adapt it.

· Children can design and make a survival game about an animal's life cycle, including the problems the animal faces.

· Frog life cycle dangers include:

1. litter and pollution in the pond

2. pond being destroyed

3. pond or garden netting trapping frogs moving into the garden

4. getting eaten by other animals such as hedgehogs

5. danger from lawn mowers and strimmers.

· A simple board game could allow players to move forward extra squares when something good happens and back when something bad happens. They can decorate the board to include the animal's habitat.

Curriculum objectives
Children should learn:
· to understand how our behaviour can affect wild animals

· to work as a group on a role play activity
· to identify the audience for the play and write the script
Learning outcomes
At the end of this session:
· most pupils: know that animals have needs just like humans, and that these needs include food, water, companionship, a suitable place to live, being looked after by a vet if they are ill, and the opportunity to behave naturally. They begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals - wild animals, farm animals and pets

· some pupils have not made so much progress and: know that animals have needs and appreciate that humans have a responsibility towards all animals, including wild animals

· some children have progressed further and: know that animals have needs just like humans, and that these needs include food, water, companionship, a suitable place to live, being looked after by a vet if they are ill, and the opportunity to behave naturally. They begin to appreciate the ways in which humans have a responsibility towards all animals - wild animals, farm animals and pets. They identify the wildlife in their local area and know how to help protect wild animals.

Display
Make a 'before' and 'after' pond: one with rubbish and animals caught/injured and another pond cleaned up with 'happy' animals.
Vocabulary
broken
cans
disturbance
dragonflies
ducks
fishing line
frogs
glass
lily pads
litter
metal
noise
picnic
pond 
RSPCA inspector
Useful websites
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT)
The Wildlife Trusts (TWT)
Video - How can we help wild animals?
Story – A picnic at the pond
Once upon a time there was a beautiful pond. Many animals lived happily there, the birds sang while building their nests, the ducks swam around and quacked while the frogs croaked and sat on lily pads.

One day a family came to the pond. They drove there in their car. They thought it was a lovely place so they sat on the grass and had a picnic. They threw sticks and stones into the water and made lots of noise. The animals hid away. Some of the tadpoles and frogspawn in the pond got hurt.

When it was time for them to go home they left their rubbish behind. There were sharp metal cans, plastic loops, some broken glass and a few plastic bags. It looked horrible.

When the people had gone, the animals came back. Some of the ducks hurt themselves in the broken glass. Other animals got tangled up in the plastic loops or caught in bottles. The frogs stopped croaking and things went still and quiet. The other animals that lived in the pond began to leave.

People got worried about the pond because it wasn’t beautiful any more. Someone saw the animals that were hurt and called the RSPCA. An RSPCA inspector came and took away the animals that were hurt.

Some of the people who lived near the pond decided to do something about the pond. They cleaned it out, taking all the rubbish away carefully. They put out rubbish bins for people to use. They put up signs as well – asking people who visited the pond to think about the animals that lived there.

Slowly, the animals came back to the pond. The ducks paddled about and quacked, the frogs croaked and the dragonflies danced across the water. People still come and visit the pond – but when they do they think about the animals that live there and how they feel.

Worksheet – Frog mask
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