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About the RSPCA
The RSPCA stands for the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and we’ve been here 
for animals since 1824. We’re the world’s oldest and 
largest animal welfare charity, with the primary focus 
of rescuing, rehabilitating and rehoming or releasing 
animals across England and Wales.
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the history of 
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 The Animal World  
 was the first  
 magazine of the  
 RSPCA. Here are  
 two example pages  
 of the magazine. 

 Queen Victoria  
 (pictured left, 1901). 

 Queen Victoria with  
 her dogs in Balmoral  
 (illustrated right, 1901). 
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 Front page of  
 The Animal World  
 Baroness Burdett-  
 Coutts (pictured  
 left, 1872). 

 Animal Action  
 (pictured right) is the  
 official magazine of  
 RSPCA today. If you  
 love animals, then this  
 magazine is for you.  
 Ask your teacher  
 how to sign up. 5
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 At RSPCA  
 Headquarters,  
 Mrs Wallis Power  
 shakes hands with  
 the first ever two  
 female RSPCA Patrol  
 Officers, Ninette  
 Gold and Pat Jones  
 (pictured right, 1952). 
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 Pictured left,  
 Baroness  
 Burdett-Coutts 

 Pictured right,  
 RSPCA inspector  
 Herchy Boal 
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The RSPCA 
during 
wartime
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 Two separate pages  
 from The Animal  
 World, the official  
 magazine of the  
 RSPCA (1915). 

 Both demonstrate the  
 efforts to which the  
 RSPCA went to care  
 for sick and wounded  
 horses. 
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 Three campaign  
 leaflets from the  
 RSPCA during  
 wartime. Each of  
 them campaign for  
 the prevention of  
 cruelty to animals  
 during wartime. 
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 Two separate  
 leaflets from the  
 RSPCA (1915-1917). 

 Both are  
 campaigning  
 to fundraise for  
 British Army  
 Horses that are  
 sick and  
 wounded.
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 A page from The  
 Animal World (1918). 

 The article shines  
 a light on pigeons,  
 named here as ‘The  
 Birds of War’, and the  
 work they’ve done  
 during WWI. WWI  
 would end five  
 months after this  
 article. 
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 A girl on a horse-and-cart with a  
 placard which reads, ‘Please help  
 my poor friends the sick & wounded  
 horses at the front’. 

 This photo was taken during WWI.  
 It is likely that she is campaigning  
 to fundraise for the sick and  
 wounded horses in the British  
 Army for the RSPCA. 
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 A horse being taken  
 into an RSPCA van  
 most likely after being  
 treated by the RSPCA  
 from the fund for Sick  
 and Wounded Horses  
 (1914-1918). 
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 A picture of an RSPCA  
 officer and assistant  
 tending to animals  
 following an air raid  
 in England during  
 WWII (1941). 

15



Table Talking Sources
Pack Thanks to National Lottery players

 An article from The Animal  
 World about the War  
 Animals Dispensary.  
 It serves as a memorial for  
 all the animals whose lives  
 were lost during WWI and  
 also acts as place of healing  
 – where animals can receive  
 the care they need when  
 they are sick or injured  
 (1932). 
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 On the left is a picture of a medal, which  
 will have been given to award members of the  
 Band of Mercy for good work. 

 Each member made the pledge, ‘We agree to be  
 kind to animals, and to do all in our power to  
 protect them from cruelty and promote their  
 humane treatment’. 

 The Bands of Mercy were locally led youth  
 organisations, which the RSPCA were responsible  
 for, to promote kindness to animals among young  
 people (est. 1882-1900). 
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Rescuing  
animals from 
environmental 
disasters
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 Two images of the devastating urban flooding that happened on Boxing Day 2015, in York.  
 Many wild and domestic animals will have been affected in addition to York’s residents. 19
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 A fundraising leaflet  
 spreading awareness  
 of the work the RSPCA  
 did to rescue, feed  
 and water thousands  
 of animals and birds  
 affected by the East  
 Coast Floods (1953). 
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 A report from  
 an RSPCA Officer  
 recounting their  
 experience of  
 helping to save  
 animals affected  
 by the East Coast  
 Floods (1953). 

21



Table Talking Sources
Pack Thanks to National Lottery players

 Pictures of two  
 seabirds affected  
 by the harsh effects  
 of an oil spill in their  
 habitat. This will have  
 been similar to what  
 happened to birds and  
 sealife in the Torrey  
 Canyon 1967 oil spill. 
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 An image of a wildfire  
 blazing through woodland. 

 Wildfires can happen due to many  
 factors, including strong heat from  
 the sun with low humidity (this  
 can create embers and ignite fires),  
 throwing away lit cigarettes,  
 damaged electrical wires,  
 unattended campfires and more. 

 Countless animals lose their lives  
 or become badly injured and sick  
 because of wildfires. 23


