Exotic Animals as Pets

Starter Activity
Working in pairs create a mind map of
what an exotic (non-domestic) pet is.

What is an exotic pet?

Did you know it is difficult to give a
clear definition of ‘exotic’.

ﬂ They are completely p
Any animal that reliant on their keeper to Q\
is not native to |:> provide an appropriate O
the country environment and food to \
where it is kept. stay healthy and to exhibit
P natural behaviours Q @
Why do you think people keep exotic pets? b
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All pets, including
Think about the exotic animals,

Exotic Animal - lguana ——

conditions iguanas are require proper care
used to in these places. and attention. But
exotics can be more
How do you think iguanas expensive to feed and
feel when they come to the look after properly

UK? How are the
conditions different here?

and they often require

Ilguanas come from tropical places specialist living
in the Caribbean and in Central and M conditions.
South America

Some owners keep exotic animals in unsuitable conditions, which cause a variety of illnesses and
injuries. It can also be difficult and costly to find a vet who is experienced in treating these animals.
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Looking after an Exotic Pet

=
Suitable pets?: Green iguanaﬁ
o

Where do they come from? X

Green iguanas come from the Caribbean and Central and South America — over
3,000 miles away. It is hard to look after iguanas properly — here are some of the
things people who want to have a green iguana as a pet need to think about

What type of place do they need to live in?

Iguanas come from hot countries. They need a big place to live called a vivarium
An adult iguana’s vivarium needs to be about the size of a small bedroom. It will
need to be cleaned out once a week. They need lots of branches to climb on and
plants and rocks to hide behind

Light
® They need special lights that mimic daylight.

@ The lights in the vivarium need to be turned on and off at different times so the iguana h)
day and night times.

Heat

They also need a special spotlight to provide hot and cool areas to stay warm. You need t}
thermostat in the vivarium to make sure it is the right temperature.

Moisture

Iguanas in the wild tend to live near water. The air in the vivarium needs to be sprayed wif]

the air moist. The tank should have a hygrometer to check how h moisture there is in|
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Task

1. Read through the Suitable pets fact sheet and
make notes of all the different things you need to
buy to look after a green iguana properly.

. Feedback to the class and come up
with a ‘class list of suggestions’ e.g
vivarium

3. In pairs, compare a common pet such as a dog@a(" ¢)(e )
or cat with an iguana.

What are the differences? What do dogs need to
be happy and healthy and what do iguanas need? ’_.4
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CRUELTY STATS
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To find out more about exotic pets head to the following website to find various care sheets
based around exotics www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/other

RSPCA Exotic Animals YouTube

To watch more YouTube clips click here. GENERATION
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCfydg-aFAg
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/other
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUwBUVnkNey2v-InpA9y2UN3UP0-apsjE

Plenary & Extension

Are exotic animals suitable pets?

In groups, you need to decide whether
you think exotic animals such as
iguanas make good pets.

5

Can you share your experiences of
exotic pets? Do you know
someone who owns one? Do you
have an exotic pet yourself?

The RSPCA helps animals in England and Wales. Registered charity no. 219099.

Extension Activity
Can you write to the chief environmental officer
at your local authority and suggest ways that pet
shops could promote responsible pet ownership.
- Think of things such as training staff
appropriately in exotics
- Licensing standards for pet shops

Did you know?

People often buy young animals without finding out how
big they will grow and how long they will live.
As a result, pet owners might abandon or neglect the

animals when they reach their full size
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