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	Lesson plan





Caring for wildlife (1)
Gofalu am bywyd gwyllt (1)
COUNTRY: Wales




KEY STAGE:  Foundation Phase

CURRICULUM SUBJECT



AREA OF FOCUS: Wildlife

Language, literacy and communication skills

Physical development
Creative development

Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural diversity
Knowledge and understanding of the world



This set of activities aims to make children aware of the wildlife that is around them, and of the steps that humans can take to care for wild animals and their homes. As well as experiencing awe and wonder at the variety of wildlife with whom they share their world, children will learn to be respectful explorers of the outdoors. 
This version of this lesson plan contains English language teachers’ notes and activity sheets. Welsh versions of these documents are available as a separate download on the RSPCA website.
Initial teacher input
· Pin up a selection of animal photos from the image collections (see Related images tab). Ask the children what all of the photos have got in common. They are all animals. Ask which of the animals could be kept as pets, and then take down the photos that the children agree are pets. Explain that the remaining animals live in the wild and although, unlike pets, they can build their own homes and find their own food, they still want to be happy and healthy and that we should always try not to harm these animals or their homes.

· The children may already have some very strong ideas of their own about the minibeasts in the photos - and some of these may be negative.
· Explore the following more negative concepts about minibeasts:

· They are too small and difficult to see

· They are not as interesting as other animals

· They are sometimes seen as dirty and dangerous

· Some people are afraid of them.

· Explain that some minibeasts hurt us, either by accident or if they think we are trying to hurt them. Bees and wasps can sting, some caterpillars have bristles that may give us a rash, but minibeasts such as snails, British spiders and earwigs are harmless. Point out that people should try not to touch them because this may hurt the minibeasts. Ask the children to imagine that they are a fly on the classroom wall. How would they suffer if someone caught them and put them in a jar?

· Explain that minibeasts are a vital part of the food chain. Some minibeasts feed on dead materials, helping to turn it into useful compost. Some make passages in soil preventing it from getting too compact. Minibeasts such as ladybirds eat aphids in the garden.

· Take the children on a ‘school grounds safari’, explaining that they are going to be looking not just for animals, but for clues that animals either live in the school grounds or have visited them recently. Stress that any animals or minibeasts seen should not be touched, but instead it is more interesting to watch them go about their business. Also reinforce that loud noises frighten animals away so the safari spotters should be as quiet as they can!
· Look for things like footprints, animal droppings, chewed leaves and fruits, discarded nut shells, webs, scratch marks, worm casts and nests. Listen out for animal sounds or rustling in trees and undergrowth. N.B. To increase the chances of finding footprints, leave out a number of shallow trays of sand for a few days before the safari.

Adult-led activities
· Set up an un-nature trail in the outdoor area. As the children follow the arrows along the trail, they come across a number of toy wild animals in distress. Some could be trapped in different pieces of (washed and safe) litter, one may be tangled up in a net that is used for games or for covering plants, one could be tangled up in fishing wire, etc. Other litter could be lying on the ground or in trees or bushes. Discuss with the children what the best thing they can do to help in a situation like this is (i.e. tell an adult and ask them to contact the RSPCA). Ask how they think the litter and fishing wire got there. What about the football net? Ask what they think they can do to stop this happening again. See the collection of images School grounds to see photos of animals trapped in litter.

· Create models of minibeasts from clay and glaze them. Ask the children to suggest a suitable outdoor environment or habitat in which to display these.

· Make bird feeders, minibeast homes and butterfly feeders to attract wildlife to the school grounds (see instructions for these in the Download tab)

· Read the story A day out with the Careless family (see activity sheet below), which describes what happens when a family goes for a picnic, and ask the children to identify what the family did wrong and what were the consequences of this. They could then role-play the story themselves, using toy animals, litter, etc.

· Hide different-coloured cards containing facts about bees (see activity sheet Bee facts 1 and 2 and accompanying teachers’ notes) around the outdoor area. Ask the children to work in teams as bees to find them, but communicating with each other only through the medium of waggle-dancing (the way that bees communicate the location of pollen sources to each other – see Bees factsheet). Once all of their team’s coloured cards have been found, children return to the classroom and, with the help of an adult, they see what facts they have found out about bees.
· Play the corners game. Identify four corners of the classroom or playground and label them woodland, field, underground and water. Call out the names of British wild animals and the children must run to the corner that gives the name of that animal’s natural habitat.

Opportunities for child-initiated activities
Opportunities for child-initiated activities

· In the water play area, add cooked and strained tapioca to the water tray to represent frogspawn. Add some toy frogs and tadpoles. Ask the children how we can make sure that the eggs (frogspawn) are safe and are going to hatch out successfully. Ask where the children think the eggs came from and how the life cycle will continue.

· Leave a selection of photos taken from the image collections together with some sorting rings and allow the children to sort the images into sets. Ask them about their criteria.

· Match the photos of baby animals to the adult animals. (See collection of images Baby animals - Wildlife). Ask the children which babies look like their parents and which are different? Ask them how the different mothers look after their babies.

· Leave the props used in the telling of the story of the Careless family out for the children to recreate the story themselves.

· As an extension to the un-nature trail, the following day, a number of pieces of washed and safe litter could be left out with no animals. What do the children do to deal with this?
· When the children are recreating the story of the Careless family, ask them what the Careful family would have done if they had been for a day out.

Extension activities
A story could be written or drawn to explain what happened in the story of Farmer Duck's day off. This could be drawn in a cartoon grid, in which six pictures are drawn (and text added if able) to represent six points within the story.
Display 
A display could be created using the farm animal masks and photographs taken of the pupils acting out the story of Farmer Duck's day off. 
Did you know? 
· All bird feeders and water trays and baths need to be regularly cleaned out to avoid passing on any diseases.

· Fledglings are young birds that have just left the nest and are learning how to fly.  If you find one on its own and it is uninjured, its parents are probably nearby looking after it and the best thing to do is to leave it alone.  You could watch it from a distance if you are worried about it.

· There are lots of ways that you can make litter less dangerous for wild animals. For example, cut the loops holding plastic can holders together and tie a knot in plastic bags - or better still, re-use them! Always make sure you put all of your rubbish properly into a bin.
· Some wild animals, e.g. badgers, and their homes are protected by law.  See the RSPCA website for further information.

Learning outcomes
After covering this theme:
Most pupils will: understand that they share their world with a variety of wild animals and will be able to name some of the animals found in their local environment. They will understand that wild animals are different from pets, in that they can look after themselves, but they will be able to describe some ways in which humans can help them. They will understand the importance of not interfering with or moving wild animals or their homes

Some pupils: have not made so much progress and will: understand that they share their world with wild animals and may be able to name some of the animals found in their local environment. They will understand that wild animals have basic needs and that there are some ways in which humans can help them. They will understand the importance of not interfering with or moving wild animals or their homes

Some pupils: will have progressed further and will: understand that they share their world with a variety of wild animals and will be able to name many of the animals found in their local environment and describe their habitat. They will understand that wild animals are different from pets, in that they can look after themselves, and they will be able to describe their basic needs and ways in which humans can help them. They will understand the importance of not interfering with or moving wild animals or their homes.
Vocabulary 
badger / mochyn daear
cub / cenau
fox / llwynog

frogspawn / gfifft y broga

hatch / deor
hedgehog / draenog
hoglet / draenog ifanc

ladybird / buwch goch gota

larva / larfa
life cycle / cylch bywyd

tadpole / penbwl
wild animal / anifail gwyllt

worm / pryf genwair
What you need

Activity sheets (see below)
Bee facts 1 and 2
A day out with the Careless family
Edible artwork for birds
How to make bird cake
Make a butterfly feeder
Minibeast homes
Animal Action magazine: Insect hotel
Animal Action magazine: Toad hall
Animal Action magazine: Top table
Animal Action magazine: Bird feeders
Teachers' notes (see below)
Bees factsheet
Bee facts
Making animal homes and feeders
Images (see Related images tab)
Baby animals – Wildlife
Habitats
Life cycles
Minibeasts
Pets
School grounds
Useful websites
RSPCA Advice and welfare - Wildlife
British Beekeepers’ Association
Taflen weithgareddau - Ffeithiau am wenyn (1)
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Taflen weithgareddau - Ffeithiau am wenyn (2)
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Taflen weithgareddau - Diwrnod allan gyda’r teulu Diofal
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Taflen weithgareddau - Bwydlun i adar!
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Taflen weithgareddau - Sut i wneud cacen i adar
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Taflen weithgareddau - Gwneud porthwr glöynnod byw (1)
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Taflen weithgareddau - Gwneud porthwr glöynnod byw (2)
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Taflen weithgareddau - Cartrefi i fân drychfilod (1)
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Taflen weithgareddau - Cartrefi i fân drychfilod (2)
[image: image9.emf]
Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Gwesty’r gwybed (1)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Gwesty’r gwybed (2)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Neuadd y Llyffantod! (1)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Neuadd y Llyffantod! (2)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Pawb at y bwrdd! (1)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Pawb at y bwrdd! (2)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Pigo, pigo! (1)
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Taflen weithgareddau – Cylchgrawn Animal Action: Pigo, pigo! (2)
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Teachers’ notes – Bee factsheet
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Teachers’ notes – Bee facts
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Teachers’ notes – Making animal homes and feeders
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Nodiadau’r athrawon – Taflen ffeithiau am wenyn
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Nodiadau’r athrawon – Ffeithiau am wenyn
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Nodiadau’r athrawon – Gwneud cartrefi a  phorthwyr i anifeiliaid
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