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	Facilitation guide





Animals and the law

FOCUS: Consequences of cruelty to animals
TYPE: Visual, auditory and kinaesthetic




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: You can run these activities with just one person, or in a small group.
HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
Each activity will take 15 to 30 minutes.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Facilitators’ notes





Activity sheets
Is it against the law? (answers)




Action cards – Is it against the law?
Animals and the law: What is wrong? (answers)

What is wrong?





Is it against the law?




Equipment
Scissors



Aims and objectives

· This activity is just one part of a range of resources addressing the needs of young people who have been involved, or who are at risk of being involved, in cruelty to animals. Our online assessment tool Developing a suitable intervention programme (Word 17KB) will help you create individualised intervention programmes from these resources.

·  In this activity, young people consider scenarios involving humans and animals, and decide whether they are lawful.
· Young people will:


1. begin to realise that animals are protected by law

2. explore which human actions towards animals are against the law

3. explore the concept that just because an action is lawful, it is not necessarily in the best interests of the animal.
· Activity 1 below follows on directly from the What is missing? activity in the What is cruelty? section.


· If you have not already done What is missing?, use activity 2: Is it against the law?
What to do

Activity 1
What is wrong?
· Using the activity sheet What is wrong?, ask the young person to sort the pictures into two piles. These will be situations where they think a law is being broken, or where a law is not being broken.


· Using the facilitators’ notes Animals and the law: What is wrong? (answers), discuss which laws have been broken and why.


· Discuss with the young person:


1. whether there are any laws they weren’t aware of

2. whether there are any laws they disagree with

3. reasons why someone might feel the laws need to exist

4. what other laws the young person would make.


Activity 2
Is it against the law?

· Put the three cards from the activity sheet Action cards - Is it against the law? on the table and discuss what each one means.


1. Stop! It’s against the law (This action is against the law. The person should stop what they are doing immediately.)

2. Stop and think! (This action is not against the law but may be compromising the welfare of the animal. The person should give this some thought and do something different.)

3. Carry on! It’s OK! (The action isn’t against the law, the welfare of the animal is not being compromised and the person can continue with what they are doing.)


· Read each scenario from the activity sheet Is it against the law? with the young person.


· Ask the young person to make a decision and place it under the appropriate action card.


· Discuss the answers, using the facilitators’ notes Is it against the law? (answers) to support you.

Extension activities
· Ask the young person to imagine that they are in charge of a town. They need to write 10 laws to protect animals. What would they choose and why?


· You could write the laws down and give the young person a copy.


· To complement the ideas in this session, we have developed three interactive activities - Was it cruel?, Consequences and Triggers - that help young people think through what happens when people are cruel to animals. To access each of them, click on the titles, right.

Useful websites
Defra – Animal welfare act
Welsh government animal welfare act information
Activity sheet – Action cards – Is it against the law?
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Action cards — Is it against the law?

Stop!
I’s against
the lawl

Stop

Carry on!
It’s OKI!





Activity sheet – Is it against the law? 
[image: image2.jpg]Is it against the law?

A woman wants to dock the
tails of her eight-week-old
Rottweiler puppies.

An old man has two cats and !
keeps them inside all the time.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

©
0
e
(%]
=
>
Q
O

Two people discuss whether
to crop their dogs’ ears.

A young man owns a dog but |
doesn’t have a dog licence. !

A person out walking
their dog lets it off the lead
in a public place.

Two girls see a bird’s nest and
they take the eggs out.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Two people kick a hedgehog
around as if it were a football.

Two rabbits are being kept in
a small hutch and can’t sit up
on their back legs.

A person is walking their dog in

A lady buys a collar for
her new cat.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Three teenagers find a
fledgling and take it home
fo look after if.

A teenager finds a wounded

the quk and wellis snudy leaving kestrel and tries to help it. ;
! its faeces on the ground. i !

A dog owner is using i
a choker chain on a dog !
instead of a collar. :

A man has been invited to go
and watch a dog fight.

i Two brothers have allowed their | PN —

adult dog to become overweight P ; 9 :
neutering her cat.

by almost four stones.





Activity sheet – What is wrong? 

Rabbit hutch
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 

Cat with a firework
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Guinea pig in a run
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 
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What is wrong? (1)

Rabbit huich





Owl in a small cage
Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Horse in a field
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Dog in a yard
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Caged hens[image: image16.jpg]activity sheet

What is wrong? (2)

Cat with a firework.





Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Boys inciting a fight with dogs
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Obese dog
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Dog that has been scratching
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What is wrong? (4)

Owlina small cage





Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


People digging out a badger sett
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Cows in a transport truck


[image: image9]
Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Dog and sheep
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Fish in a bowl
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Dog in a car
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Activity sheet – What is wrong? 


Pet owner feeding dog chocolate
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Facilitators’ notes – Is it against the law? (answers)
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Is it against the law? (answers) (1)

Animal Welfare Act 2006

The Animal Welfare Act was passed in 2006 and infroduced in England and
Wales in early 2007. It represents the most significant change to animal welfare
law in nearly a century. It protects vertebrate animals (those with a backbone).
The offences in the Act are divided info two broad categories: promoting
animal welfare and preventing harm to animals.

Key points of the Act

e Anyone responsible for an animal must make sure the animal’s needs are
met (to the extent required by good practice).

Animals cannot be sold or given to anyone under 16.
It is illegal to make an animal suffer unnecessarily or let someone else do s0.

It is illegal to mutilate an animal’s body or cut off (dock) a dog’s tail unless it
is necessary for the animal’s medical freatment or is specifically allowed (by
regulations or by the vet).

e [tisillegal to make animals fight. It is also illegal to train an animal fo fight, to
receive money from someone who wants to watch your dog fight another
animal, to bet on a fight or fo even o go to a fight.





Facilitators’ notes – Is it against the law? (answers)

Many of the scenarios in this activity are about situations that could be illegal under the Animal Welfare Act. 
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What is wrong? (8)

Boys inciting a fight with dogs





Facilitators’ notes – Is it against the law? (answers)
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What is wrong? (9)

Obese dog




Other laws would be used to prosecute the individuals responsible for the following scenarios. 

Facilitators’ notes – Is it against the law? (answers)
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What is wrong? (10)

Dog that's been scratching





Facilitators’ notes 
Animals and the law: What is wrong? (answers)

[image: image13.jpg]Animals and the law
What is wrong? (answers) (1)

The Animal Welfare Act was passed in 2006 and introduced in England and Wales
in early 2007. It represents the most significant change to animal welfare law in
nearly a century. It protects vertebrate animals (those with a backbone that
don’t live in the wild, such as pets). The offences in the Act are divided info two
broad categories: promoting animal welfare and preventing harm to animails.

facilitators' notes

Key points of the Act

e Anyone responsible for an animal must make sure the animal’s needs are
met (fo the extent required by good practice).
Animals cannot be sold or given to anyone under 16.
It is illegal to make an animal suffer unnecessarily or let someone else do so0.
It is illegal to mutilate an animal’s body or cut off (dock) a dog’s tail unless it

is necessary for the animal’s medical freatment or is specifically allowed (by
regulations or by the vet).

e [fisillegal fo make animals fight. It is also illegal to frain an animal to fight, to
receive money from someone who wants to watch your dog fight another
animal, to bet on a fight or fo even o go to a fight.





Facilitators’ notes 
Animals and the law: What is wrong? (answers)


The animals in the following situations are not having their needs met appropriately, and their owners could be taken to court if they did not improve the situation for their pets within the required time frame.
[image: image25.jpg]What is wrong? (11)

People digging out a badger seft
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Facilitators’ notes 
Animals and the law: What is wrong? (answers)


The animals in the following situations are not having their needs met appropriately, and their owners could be taken to court if they did not improve the situation for their pets within the required time frame.
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Facilitators’ notes 
Animals and the law: What is wrong? (answers)
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What is wrong? (14)

Fish in a bowl





Other laws would be used to prosecute the individuals responsible for the following scenarios. 

Facilitators’ notes 
Animals and the law: What is wrong? (answers)

Legal activities 
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Scenario �
Did you know? �
�
A woman wants �
Many dogs can use their body, face, tail, ears and limbs to �
�
to dock the tails of �
communicate with other dogs. �
�
her eight-week-old �
The RSPCA is opposed to the surgical mutilation of animals for �
�
Rottweiler puppies. �
non-therapeutic, cosmetic reasons. Tail docking does not benefit the animal in any way and in many cases it can be harmful to the animal’s health and welfare. Docking dogs’ tails for cosmetic reasons is banned under the Animal Welfare Act. Non-cosmetic tail docking can only be carried out for specific purposes and in accordance with legal requirements. Depending on the method used, the act of removing a dog’s tail can cause pain and suffering. �
�
Two brothers have �
An individual dog’s dietary needs depend on its age, lifestyle �
�
allowed their adult �
and its state of health. How much a dog needs to eat �
�
dog to become �
depends on its diet, its body weight and how active it is.�
�
overweight by �
 If a dog eats more food than it needs, it will become �
�
almost four stones. �
overweight and may suffer. �
�
Two people discuss �
Many dogs can use their body, face, tail, ears and limbs to �
�
whether to crop �
communicate with other dogs. At certain frequencies, dogs �
�
their dogs’ ears. �
can detect sounds up to four times quieter than those humans can hear. Dogs can also hear in ultrasound, which is sound with a frequency greater than the upper limit of human hearing The RSPCA is opposed to the surgical mutilation of animals for non-therapeutic, cosmetic reasons. It is illegal to mutilate an animal’s body, unless it is necessary for the animal’s medical benefit, or allowed specifically by regulations or a vet. �
�
A rabbit is being �
Rabbits have long, powerful hind legs that allow them to �
�
kept in a small hutch �
achieve speeds of up to 50 miles per hour for short bursts. �
�
and cannot sit up �
Rabbits are athletic animals. They need the opportunity to �
�
on its back legs. �
hop, run, jump, dig, stand fully upright on their back legs, and stretch out when lying down. The Animal Welfare Act says that animals need to be able to behave normally. �
�
A man has been invited to go and watch a dog fight. �
All animal fighting is illegal. This includes training an animal to fight and being present at a fight. Dog fighting is covered by the Animal Welfare Act 2006. �
�






Scenario �
Did you know? �
�
Two girls see a bird’s �
Wild birds and their nests are protected under the Wildlife and �
�
nest and they take �
Countryside Act 1981. It is an offence to intentionally take, �
�
the eggs out. �
damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built or to take or destroy wild bird eggs. �
�
Two people kick a �
There are approximately 5,000/7,000 spines on an average �
�
hedgehog around �
adult hedgehog. �
�
as if it were a �
Hedgehogs, among Britain’s other wild mammals, are �
�
football. �
protected against cruelty by law. Under the Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996 it is an offence to ’mutilate, kick, beat, nail or otherwise impale, stab, burn, stone, crush, drown, drag or asphyxiate‘ any wild mammal. �
�
A person is walking their dog in the park and walks away leaving its faeces on the ground. �
Many local authorities will fine dog owners for failing to clean up after their dogs in public places. �
�






Carry on! It’s OK. �
Did you know? �
�
A person is out �
It is generally not an offence for a dog to be off the lead in a �
�
walking their dog �
public place so long as it is under control, though there are �
�
and they let it off �
some places where local authorities can make it an offence �
�
the lead in a �
to let a dog off a lead. �
�
public place. �
It becomes an offence when the dog is dangerously out of control, for example when: • it injures a person, or • it behaves in a way that makes a person worried that it might injure them. Local authorities have the power to designate places where dogs must be kept on a lead. �
�
A dog owner �
There is no law that stating that owners must have a licence �
�
doesn’t have �
for their dog. However, Under the Control of Dogs Order 1992, �
�
a licence. �
while on a public highway or in a public place, every dog must wear a collar. The name and address of its owner should be inscribed on the collar or on a plate or badge attached to it. �
�
Man who has two �
It is not illegal to keep your cat inside all of the time so long as �
�
cats keeps them �
the animal’s needs are being met and it is not showing any �
�
inside all of the time. �
signs of stress as a result of being confined. Most cats like to go outside but if the cat is able to express normal behaviour and has enough room to move around indoors then it is okay to keep it indoors. �
�






Scenario �
Did you know? �
�
Rabbit in a hutch �
There are an estimated one million rabbits kept as pets in the �
�
with no water �
UK, making them our third most popular pet. Without water to drink a rabbit can become seriously ill. Rabbits are naturally sociable and normally prefer to be with another rabbit. A rabbit can develop abnormal behaviour and may suffer if it is left without company and has nothing to do for long periods of time. �
�
Thin horse without �
Horses will suffer mentally if their environmental and �
�
shelter in the snow �
behavioural needs are not met. Living in cold, wet or muddy conditions without good shelter or dry areas to stand or rest upon can lead to discomfort, causing a horse to suffer and become ill. Being underweight or overweight can cause a horse to suffer and has potentially serious health consequences. �
�
Dog with fleas, �
Dogs are very popular pet animals; there are approximately �
�
scratching �
eight million dogs kept as pets in the UK. Owners should ask the vet for advice about things they can do to protect their dog’s health, such as vaccination, neutering, and treatments to control parasites (e.g. fleas and worms). �
�
Dog in �
Living in a cold or wet place can cause a dog to suffer and �
�
unsuitable yard �
may lead to illness. Provide your dog with a comfortable, dry, draught-free, clean and quiet place to rest undisturbed. �
�
Obese dog �
An individual dog’s dietary needs depend on its age, lifestyle and its state of health. How much a dog needs to eat depends on its diet, its body weight and how active it is. If a dog eats more food than it needs, it will become overweight and may suffer. �
�
Owner feeding dog chocolate �
Chocolate contains Theobromine, which is similar to caffeine. Theobromine is harmless to humans, but highly toxic to some animals. The owner is effectively feeding poison to her dog. �
�






Dog in a car on �
It can get unbearably hot in a car on a sunny day, even �
�
a hot day �
when it’s not that warm a day. In fact, when it’s just 22°C/72°F outside, the temperature inside a car can soar to 47°C/117°F within 60 minutes. Under the Animal Welfare Act you could face prosecution if you put your animal at risk. You would also have to live with the fact that your thoughtless action resulted in terrible suffering for your pet. �
�
Owl in a small cage �
As long as the owner has proof that the owl has been bred in captivity, legally you can keep an owl as a pet. If a bird is housed in a cage, the cage must allow it to stretch its wings in all directions. �
�
Guinea pig alone in a run �
The wild relatives of domestic guinea pigs are grazing animals that live in South America. They are very social animals that live in extended family groups. �
�
Fish in a dirty bowl �
It is estimated that there are 4.7 million households owning fish (tanks and ponds). Fish tank water deteriorates due to evaporation, pollution, fish waste and uneaten food. You should buy the biggest tank your house and pocket can accommodate. Be careful not to overstock the tank. The RSPCA would investigate cases where it is believed a fish’s needs are not being met. �
�
Cat with firework �
This is an act of cruelty, which would be prosecuted under the Animal Welfare Act 2006. �
�
Youths with dogs �
Fighting with dogs has been illegal since 1835. The young �
�
inciting a fight �
people involved here could also be possibly prosecuted under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, if it was felt that the dogs were out of the owners’ control, or the breed of the dog was one that is classified as a ‘fighting’ breed. Strict rules must be followed to be allowed to keep one of these dogs, including the dog always being muzzled and kept on a lead when in a public place. �
�






Scenario �
Did you know? �
�
People digging �
The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 makes this illegal. Prison �
�
out badger sett �
sentences and heavy fines are common for anyone convicted of this offence, but they can also have their dogs taken away from them, and be banned from keeping dogs, even if they are perfectly well looked after. This was regarded as an important additional sanction against those involved in badger digging/ baiting since it provided the means of preventing offenders retaining or having dogs that they could use for committing further offences. �
�
Dog chasing �
Under the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953 the owner, �
�
sheep in field �
and anyone else under whose control the dog is at the time, will be guilty of an offence if it worries livestock on agricultural land.  The dog must either be on a lead or under close control when in a field with livestock. The farmer has the right to shoot the dog if it is necessary to protect his livestock.  �
�






Scenario �
Did you know? �
�
Cows in �
In the early 19th century the RSPCA was one of the first �
�
transport truck �
organisations to try to improve conditions for farm animals at markets, during transport and at slaughter. It is legal to transport cattle, but anyone wishing to must comply with the strict EU regulations for transporting animals (implemented in England and Wales by Welfare of Animals (Transport) Orders). �
�



Battery hens �



The picture shows a conventional, un-enriched battery cage. From 1 January 2012 these have become illegal under the EU  directive 1999/74/EC (implemented in England and Wales by the Welfare of Farmed Animals (England) Regulations 2007 and the Welfare of Farmed Animals (Wales) Regulations 2007.) This now bans the use of barren (or ‘conventional’) battery cages for egg production in the European Union. Although conventional ‘barren’ battery cages are now banned throughout the EU, ‘enriched’ cages are still allowed. These are still battery cages. They provide just 50cm² of extra usable space per bird compared to the old conventional cages, with limited provisions for a scratching area, nesting area and perches. Perches allow for a very important behaviour and for roosting at night but the restricted height of the cage can make it difficult for birds to stretch upwards fully when sitting on one. These facilities still fail to cater properly for the hens’ behavioural needs and impose severe restrictions on movement. The RSPCA is calling for all cage systems to be banned because they still severely restrict the birds’ movement and do not cater for their behavioural or physical needs. �
�
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What is wrong? (16)

Pet owner feeding a dog chocolate
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What is wrong? (15)

Dog inacar




