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| Aggressive | Nervous





	Facilitation guide





Case study

FOCUS: Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership
TYPE: Visual, auditory & kinaesthetic




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: You could run this activity in a small group but it is better to run it with just one person.
HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
This activity will take approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Fact sheets





Activity sheets
The five freedoms




Case study: Ellie Lawrenson









Human feelings cards
Facilitators’ notes




Equipment
The animal welfare act



Pen or pencil
Fatal dog attacks to children



Coloured pencils (optional)
Animals’ basic needs – dogs
Internet connection for online news story (optional)



Aims and objectives

In this activity, young people will begin to think about the consequences of having a dog that you encourage to be aggressive. They examine a case study of a real life, non-intentional dog attack where a five year-old girl is killed by a pit bull terrier who belongs to her uncle. After watching a news report and examining some news stories about the event, they explore what happened and how it affected different people. They also investigate what happened to the dog who caused the attack. The young people are then asked to imagine that they experienced something similar, and talk about their feelings and how it would affect them. They might also empathise with the people affected by the case study.
Young people will:

· understand that a dog you encourage to be aggressive can be very dangerous when he/she comes into contact with people, including yourself, your loved ones and other animals, especially when the dog is out of control


· explore what the consequences might be of having an aggressive dog


· understand that dog attacks can cause serious injuries and even kill people
· learn that serious and fatal dog attacks can happen in the family home by the ‘family pet’


· learn that it is against the law to have certain types of dogs and to not have your dog under control. You could get sent to prison

· understand more about the concept of ‘deed rather than breed’.
What to do

· Watch the footage of a news report about a little girl who was attacked and killed by a pit bull terrier at her grandmother’s home in Liverpool in 2007. (You can also view the video floral tributes.)


· Read the activity sheet Case study: Ellie Lawrenson and consider the following questions. You can choose to read the excerpts to the young person and highlight the important facts using some coloured pencils, or you can ask the young person to read them on their own, highlighting the key points or not.
.

1. What happened?

Consequences for Ellie’s grandmother

· How did Ellie’s grandmother describe the attack?

· How do you think the attack on Ellie affected Ellie’s grandmother:


1. In the short term? (during the event)

2. In the medium term? (in the next year)

3. In the long term? (the following years)

Consequences for Ellie’s parents
· What did Ellie’s father say about Ellie?


· Who did they blame for the attack and why?


· What are the long-term effects of this?


· If you think it is appropriate, you could ask the young person to watch the following video in memory of Ellie.

Consequences for the emergency services

· Describe what the members of the emergency services saw when they entered the property.


· Imagine what the police officers and paramedics were thinking and feeling when they arrived at the scene of the attack. Describe that.
· What might be the short-term or long-term effects of this event for those people?


Consequences for Ellie’s uncle – the owner of the dog

· Read the section ‘Uncle of Ellie Lawrenson sent to jail’ in the activity sheet Case study: Ellie Lawrenson.


· What happened to the owner of the dog?


· Describe how this person feels after the attack.


· Do you think that this person was partly to blame for the attack, despite not being there when it happened?


· What is your opinion about the punishment and penalty this person was given?


· How would you feel if you were this person?


· Stress that powerful and aggressive dogs can be very dangerous. Not only are they a danger to the public, but also to people that they care about. Explain that the majority of fatal dog attacks on children have actually happened in the family home. You may wish to share the information from the facilitators’ notes Fatal dog attacks to children to help the young person understand that an aggressive dog is a danger to everyone the dog encounters, and not just in public.


· Explain that even if they think that their dog is always ‘under control’ when they are with him/her, there may be times when the dog is being looked after by someone else. Therefore, everyone that comes into contact with the dog must be kept safe from potential dog attacks.

Consequences for the dog
· Ask the young person to now think about the dog and consider the following questions. Try to get them to understand that the responsibility for the dog’s behaviour is with the people who own it and who are responsible for it.


1. Why do you think that the dog attacked Ellie?

2. Why was the dog aggressive?

3. Was that the dog’s fault?

4. What happened to the dog?

5. Do you think that was the right thing to do? Explain why.


· Reuben was an illegal type of dog (a pit bull terrier). Do you think that the same thing could have happened with another type of dog that was a legal type, for example, a Rottweiler, Japanese Akita, Labrador, Border Collie, Spaniel or other bull breed?


· Emphasise that no matter what type of dog you have, he/she can still be aggressive. What is important is the ‘deed rather than the breed’ of dog. In other words, it is the action of the owner and what they encourage or allow their dogs to do that is important, rather than the type of dog. Irresponsible owners can own dogs of any type.


· Although it might seem that some dogs are born aggressive, it is more accurate to say that they are born with inherited tendencies that might, if not controlled, make aggressive behaviour more likely. (For more information on this issue please see the RSPCA’s Canine aggression FAQ see Useful websites) Source : Briefing on status dogs, RSPCA



· The RSPCA believes that breed-specific legislation (BSL) is unfair and unjustifiable, and that the Government should adopt an approach recognising that any individual dog, irrespective of breed or type, can display aggression towards people, and the responsibility for this lies with the owner. Source: Response to Defra consultation on dangerous dogs
Imagine this incident affected you…
· Ask the young person to imagine that this incident happened with their dog and someone they cared about. If you know that they are close to someone, perhaps use that person as an example. Ask them to think about the consequences for themselves, the person they care about and their dog. The young person may find it helpful to use the actiity sheet Human feelings cards 2 which contain words to describe feelings associated with dog attacks.


· Imagine that you saw what the grandma did… a very powerful and dangerous dog attacking someone close to you, who could not defend themselves. What would that be like?


a. How would you feel if you were the one who allowed that person to come into contact with the dog?

b. What would your family and friends think and feel?

c. If you knew that the dog had the potential to be aggressive or dangerous, (Reuben had a history of attacking other animals and people), what types of emotions would you feel after the dog had attacked someone close to you?
d. Finally, use the young person’s motivations for owning or wanting a dog that has the potential to be aggressive to ask whether they are able to achieve what they want.


· When discussing the consequences of irresponsible dog ownership, relate back to the individual’s motivations for dog ownership that you discussed in the Motivations for dog ownership section. This will strengthen the messages and be more successful at changing challenging attitudes and behaviour.


· For example, if the motivations for dog ownership include:


1. Protection of people I care about – are you actually protecting the people you care about by having a potentially dangerous dog, or are you putting them at risk? If your dog is aggressive and attacks someone, he/she could be seized and put to sleep and won’t be able to offer any more protection. If you are banned from owning a dog, you won’t be able to get another one for that set period of time


2. Improves my image or respect from peers - if the dog is taken away and you are banned from owning another dog, you will lose credibility. People in your community will know what has happened to the dog and will think differently about you, and perhaps lose respect for you


3. Power or control – are you showing that you are in control of a dog who has the potential to kill or seriously injure somebody? If your dog attacks someone by accident, then you are not keeping him/her under control and other people will see this too


4. Financial- if your dog is aggressive and attacks someone or another animal, he/she could be seized and put to sleep and won’t make you any money. If you are banned from owning a dog, you won’t be able to get another one for that set period of time


5. To fit in with everyone else or give me a sense of belonging-if your dog is aggressive and attacks someone, he/she could be seized and put to sleep. Without your dog, will you still belong in that social group or will you feel left out if you are the only person without a dog? If you are banned from owning a dog, you won’t be able to get another one for that set period of time


6. Friendship/companionship-if your dog is aggressive and attacks someone, he/she could be seized and put to sleep. You won’t have that special companionship with your dog any more. If you are banned from owning a dog, you won’t be able to get another one for that set period of time.


7. As a weapon-if your dog is aggressive and attacks someone, he/she could be seized and put to sleep and won’t be able to offer any more protection. If you are banned from owning a dog, you won’t be able to get another one for that set period of time. (If the young person gives you an indication that they use their dog as a weapon, make sure you complete some of the activities in the Dogs and the law section. It is against the law to allow your dog to intimidate or attack another person. You could also be charged with an animal welfare offence if you allow your dog to attack and cause cruelty to another animal, including another dog. Involvement in dog fighting is against the law.)

· You can relate the consequences of having a potentially aggressive dog out of control to any of the motivations for dog ownership discussed in the first session Motivations for dog ownership. Use the framework given in the examples above to help you.


· Emphasise that if you don’t treat your dog properly, you will fail to achieve these things. If you are an irresponsible dog owner, and choose to have an aggressive dog out of control, there could be serious consequences.


· For example, in the story of Ellie Lawrenson:


1. Kiel Simpson’s dog, an illegal pit bull terrier, killed his five year-old niece at her grandmother’s house

2. Kiel was sent to prison

3. Ellie’s grandmother had to go to court

4. the dog was shot by the police.


· Look at the ‘Timeline’ section of the activity sheet Case study: Ellie Lawrenson to go over the main parts of the case study.

· Read this info on Growing up with a dog and the accompanying leaflet.


· Create a poster for young children specifically on ground rules on how to act around dogs.


Try to concentrate on:

1. Messages that are important to let children know about how to behave around dogs


2. Making it as visual as possible with little writing so that young children with poor reading skills will be able to understand the messages too






· During these activities, there are opportunities for you to revisit the young person’s motivations for owning or wanting a dog. The section called Motivations for dog ownership must therefore be completed first.


· This activity is appropriate if the young person is an existing dog owner or has shown an interest in getting a dog.

· This session is especially useful for people who think that it is acceptable to have an aggressive dog, and those who train their dog to be aggressive.

· This session is also suitable for young people who like and admire dogs, but you are concerned that they possibly do not know the best way to train or care for those dogs. It is unlikely to have any impact on a young person who has been keeping a dog specifically for illegal dog fighting or who is heavily involved in gang warfare. If you are working with someone who has been involved in illegal dog-fighting, refer to The incident section in Breaking the chain in the first instance.


· This activity may not be suitable for some young people because the case study is very upsetting and a true story.


· The activity Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership: focus on people further explores the consequences to people of having an aggressive dog out of control.


· The activity Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership: focus on dogs focuses more on the consequences to the dogs.


· Other consequences of irresponsible dog ownership, especially those related to dog welfare, can be found in the Encouraging responsible dog ownership: All about dogs activity.


· A central theme running through all these resources is the concept of the five freedoms. We hope that by introducing this to the young people and then reinforcing it in a number of other sessions, we will provide them with a code of conduct to apply to every situation in which they encounter animals. The five freedoms are very similar to the duty of care criteria mentioned in the Animal Welfare Act.
Useful websites
www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2007/sep/11/ukcrime.helencarter
www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article2381820.ece
http://icliverpool.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/0100regionalnews/tm_headline=ellie-lawrenson-s-dad-i-ll-never-forgive-her-gran&method=full&objectid=19779572&siteid=50061-name_page.html
Activity sheet – Human feelings cards
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Before deciding to get a dog. make sure you find out if he/she has, oris
prone to, any health and behaviour problems, for instance as a result of his/
her breed, how he/she has been bred, and how he/she has been cared for.
Always check with a vet if you are unsure about anything.

Avoid harsh, potentially painful training methods. Only use reward-based
fraining.

Keep your dog under control, and do not let him/her stray.

Take sensible precautions to keep your dog safe. Always be alert to risks that
may affect your dog.

Only use medicines that have been prescribed for your individual dog.
Ensure your dog’s coat is kept in good condition by grooming him/her
regularly. If you are unsure how to groom your dog’s coat properly, seek
advice from a pet care specialist.

Make sure your dog can be identified, ideally via a collar and microchip
(ask your vet for advice), so that he/she can be treated quickly if injured, or
returned to you if lost.

Consider taking out pet insurance to ensure your dog is covered if he/she
needs veterinary treatment.

Pet owners now have a legal responsibility to meet the five welfare needs of their pet. This sheet provides further
information about the specific needs of dogs. However it is important to note that there is no one ‘perfect’ way fo care
for all dogs because every dog and every situation is different. It is up fo the owner how they look after their dog, but
they must take reasonable steps fo ensure that all his/her needs are met.

ILLUSTRATION: STUART TROTTER
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Activity sheet – Case study – Ellie Lawrenson (1)
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Case study: Ellie Lawrenson (1)

The facts

On 1 January 2007, five year-old Ellie Lawrenson was attacked and killed by a
pit bull terrier in Merseyside. Ellie was staying with her grandmother, Jacgueline
Simpson, while her parents were out celebrating New Year’s Eve.

The dog. Reuben, was normally confined to the yard, but Jacgueline Simpson let
the dog info the house because he was crying. Just before Ms Simpson and Ellie
were about fo go to bed, a loud bang that might have been a firework sounded
outside. The dog then aftacked Ellie and despite the efforts of Ms Simpson, who
eventually managed o put the dog outside, Ellie died from the serious wounds
inficted by the dog.

Once the police were on scene, an expert marksman was immediately called
for and the dog was shot dead. Ms Simpson was charged with manslaughter by
gross neglect (she was later cleared of this charge by a jury). The owner of the
dog. Ellie’s uncle, Kiel Simpson, 23, was found guilty of possessing a prohibited
dog in May 2007 (pit bull terriers are a banned breed under the Dangerous Dogs
Act 1991) and jailed for eight weeks.

The history

The dog. Reuben, had a past history of aggression. In May 2006, the dog
attacked a neighbour’s Jack Russell terrier. In November 2006, the dog attacked
Jacqueline Simpson’s daughter, Kelsey, who needed hospital treatment for the
three puncture wounds to her right thigh.

Within the neighbourhood the dog had a reputation for being aggressive and for
barking non-stop.
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Activity sheet – Case study – Ellie Lawrenson (2)
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Reactions

1. The authorities

e Police sergeant Paul Hudson, who was called to the scene after Ellie had
been aftfacked, reported how the living room floor had been “awash with
blood”. He also said that the police colleague he joined atf the scene was
clearly distressed and the ambulance paramedic was so traumatised by the
experience that he was unable to return to work.
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e Constable Peter Tallack, a specialist dog handler with the Metropolitan
police, who examined the dog, reported that the animal was in fop condition
and “of immeasurable power and strength”. Mr Tallack also said that, in
his experience, pit bulls were capable of holding on to objects for up to 45
minutes and that the previous attack on Kelsey Simpson should have been a
huge warning sign to the dog’s owner.

e Pathologist Dr Christopher Johnson, noted 72 separate injuries when he
examined Ellie, including 22 to her head, face and throat.

e The veterinary pathologist, who examined the dog. noted that the dog
weighed 34 kilogrammes, twice Ellie’s weight.
2. Ellie’s family

e Jacqueline Simpson said: *| get flashbacks every day. | feel so guilty. | don’t
want to be here. | don’t feel anything, I'm numb. If by kiling myself | could
bring my El back then | would.

“I'had my back to them for a moment. | heard its claws going on the floor.
Ellie shouted "Nanny’ just once. | looked round and it had grabbed her.”

“l'was fighting with it. | got on top of Ellie to try to keep it off. Then it came
back and went for her again as | crouched over her. | see it all again every
night. | don‘t go to sleep any more. | live with it every day.” (Carter, 2007).

e Darren Lawrenson, Ellie’s father said: “She has sacrificed Ellie, she had been
told to never let the dog around Ellie.

“After the attack on Kelsey (Ms Simpson’s daughter), Jackie should have
goft rid of that dog. It was a loaded gun and Jackie pulled the trigger.

“She’s waited until we've gone out and then she lef Reuben in.

“She had total disregard for Ellie’s life. In my eyes, it's as good as taking a kid
in a car and drink-driving. | don‘t think I'll ever forgive her.” (Traynor, 2007).

e Kiel Simpson, the dog’s owner, said during his hearing at court that he felf
“morally responsible” for Ellie’s death and “wanted to crawl into a hole”

k (Carter, 2007). )




Activity sheet – Case study – Ellie Lawrenson (3)
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References

BBC News (2007): *Child attack dog pit bull breed’, BBC News, 2 January (Online).
Available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/merseyside/6226565.stm

Carter, H. (2007): "I heard its claws going on the floor’, The Guardian, 11
September (Online).
Available at www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2007/sep/11/ukcrime.helencarter
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Jenkins, R. (2007) Killer pit bull seized girl by neck and would not let go, says
grandmother’, The Times, 4 September (Online).
Available at www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article2381820.ece

Traynor, L. (2007): “Ellie Lawrenson’s dad: I'll never forgive her gran’, Liverpool
Echo, 12 September (Online).

Avdilable at http://icliverpool.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/0100regionalnews/tm
headline=ellie-lawrenson-s-dad-i-ll-never-forgive-her-gran&method=full&objectid
=19779572&siteid=50061-name page.html

Timeline

1 January 2007 Ellie is mauled to death by the family pit bull terrier, Reuben, at
her grandmother’s house.

3 January Kiel Simpson, Ellie’s uncle, is questioned by police over his
ownership of the dog.

6 January Banned dogs are seized following a raid in Croxteth.

12 January Ellie’s funeral takes place at Eccleston Christ Church.

2 February Ellie’s father, Darren Lawrenson, tells the press his mother-in-law had
ignored a family rule by allowing Reuben in the house with Ellie.

3 April Jackie Simpson is charged with Ellie’s manslaughter,

26 April Kiel Simpson pleads guilty to owning the banned dog.

16 May Kiel Simpson is jailed for eight weeks.

11 September Ms Simpson is cleared of manslaughter and walks free from court.

References

Traynor, L. (2007) "Ellie Lawrenson’s dad: I'll never forgive her gran’. Liverpool Echo,
12 September (Online). Available at hitp://icliverpool.ichetwork.co.uk/0100news/
0100regiondinews/tm headline=ellie-lawrenson-s-dad-i-ll-never-forgive-her-gran&m
ethod=full&objectid=19779572&siteid=5006 1-name page.html
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Case study: Ellie Lawrenson (4)

Uncle of Ellie Lawrenson sent to jail

On 16 May 2007 Kiel Simpson, 23, was sentenced fo eight weeks in prison for
possessing an illegal pit bull terrier, Reuben, who attacked and killed his niece,
Ellie Lawrenson.

Ellie was attacked by the dog when staying with her grandmother while her
parents were out atr a party. Kiel was not present at the time of the attack.

Kiel had claimed that he had been trying to find a new home for the dog. The
district judge, Alan Jones, who was in charge of the case responded: "This is
dog of a type nobody has been allowed to possess for The last 15 years, and for
good reason. They are capable of inflicting serious injuries.” (Carter, 2007). Under
the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, the pit bull terrier is listed as a banned breed.

The dog had also been involved in two previous incidents: in May 2006 he
aftacked a neighbour’s Jack Russell terrier, and in November 2006 he bitf Kiel's
sister, leaving her in need of hospital freatment.

The judge ruled that even though Kiel had instructed his family not to allow the
dog inside the house, this did not clear him of responsibility.

Michael Fogarty, who was defending Kiel, asked that the judge give a suspended
prison sentence saying that Kiel “loved Ellie and was devastated by her death...
No one is more devastated than Mr Simpson... He is being punished now and will
go on being punished for some time.” (Carter, 2007).

The court also heard that Kiel, who had previous convictions for drug dealing, felt
“morally responsible” and “wanted to crawl intfo a hole.” (Carter, 2007).

In addition to his prison sentence, the judge also banned Kiel from owning a dog
for five years.

References

Carter, H. (2007) *Owner of pif bull that killed niece jailed for eight weeks’.
The Guardian, 17 May (Online).
Available at www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2007/may/17/ukcrime.helencarter
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 Fact sheet – The five freedoms
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The five freedoms

The RSPCA believes that anyone responsible for looking after animails
should try o give them the five freedoms. The five freedoms are
considered aspirational, as they cannot always be achieved and
maintained at all times. For example, an animal may need to feel
hungry before it will eat, However, animal keepers should always aim
to provide the five freedoms to their animals as far as possible.

For more information about animals’ needs see:
www.rspca.org.uk/animalcare

Freedom from hunger and thirst -
by providing enough fresh water and the right type and
amount of food to keep them fit.

Freedom from discomfort -

by making sure that animals have the right type of
environment including shelter and somewhere
comfortable to rest.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease -
by preventing them from geftting ill or injured and by making
sure animals are diagnosed and treated rapidly if they do.

Freedom to express normal behaviour -
by making sure animals have enough space, proper facilities
and the company of other animals of their own kind.

Freedom from fear and distress -
by making sure their condifions and treatment avoid
mental suffering.





  Facilitators’ notes – the Animal Welfare Act 2006 (1)
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 only applies to vertebrate, non-human animals (e.g.
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish).

The categories of animals protected by the Act depend on the offence in question.

Protected animals are those that are:

e commonly domesticated in the British Islands (e.g. dogs and cats, including
feral cats and stray dogs), or

e under the control of man, whether on a permanent basis (e.g. wild animals in
circuses and zoos) or a temporary basis (e.g. animals caught in fraps), or

e notliving in a wild state (e.g. animals that escape from captivity but cannot be
described as living in a wild state because they are non-native to the British Islands).
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The Act does not apply to invertebrates (e.g. insects, shellfish, octopuses and
snails), foetal or embryonic animals, wild animals (that do noft fall within the
definition of protected animal) and research animals that are regulated by the
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986.

The Act does not apply to the sea, only to inland waters (river, streams, lakes) and
estuaries. The Act does not affect legal hunting (i.e. trail hunting), shooting and
seda fishing, and does not apply to angling.

The offences in the Act are divided info two broad categories — the promotion of
animal welfare and the prevention of harm to animals.

The owner of an animal is always considered to be legally ‘responsible’ for the
animal’s welfare. But legal responsibility may also include the person who is in
charge of an animal, even temporarily. If an animal is looked affer by a child
under 16, the person who has the care and conftrol of the child (e.g. parent/
guardian) is treated as responsible for the animal.

The promotion of animal welfare

Duty of care

A person commits an offence if he/she does not take reasonable steps to ensure
that the needs of an animal for which he/she is responsible are met (the "duty of
care’) in line with good practice.

k]. Only the courts are entifled to define what good practice means in relation fo looking after different animails. )





Facilitators’ notes – the Animal Welfare Act 2006 (2)
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (2)

The Act defines an animal’s needs as including:

Q) its need for a suitable environment

b) its need for a suitable diet

Cc) itsneedto be able to exhibit normal behaviour patterns

d) any need it has to be housed with, or apart from, other animals, and
e) its needto be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.

Selling animals to persons under 16

[t is illegal to sell an animal to any person whom you have reasonable cause to
believe to be under 16. This includes transferring or agreeing to transfer ownership
of an animal (e.g. giving an unwanted pet to someone under 16).

Offering a person under 16 the chance to win an animal as a prize

Generdlly, it is an offence to offer a person under 16, who is not accompanied by
an adult, an animal as a prize.

The prevention of harm to animails

Unnecessary suffering
There are two separate offences:

1. to cause unnecessary suffering to a protected animal by an act (e.g. kicking
a dog) or failure to act (e.g. To provide veterinary freatment)

2. to permit unnecessary suffering to an animal for which that person is
responsible, which has been caused by another person (e.g. allowing
someone 1o heglect a pet by not feeding it).

Mutilation

Mutilation, i.e. interference with the sensitive tissues or bone structure of
protected animals is banned unless:

e itisnecessary for the animal’s medical freatment, or

e itis aprocedure specifically allowed by regulations because it is performed in
the animal’s long-term welfare interest or it is an accepted method of animal
management, e.g. on farm.





    Facilitators’ notes – the Animal Welfare Act 2006 (3)
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (3)

Docking of dogs’ tails

[t is illegal to dock a dog’s tail unless this is required for the purpose of its medical
freatment or the dog is a certified working dog of a certain breed or breed
type (as specified by secondary legislation) and is not more than five days old.
Different exceptions apply to dogs in England and Wales.

The showing of dogs with docked tails is also restricted. It is an offence to show a
dog whose tail has been wholly or partially removed on or after 28 March 2007
(Wales) or 6 April 2007 (England) at an event that people pay money to watch.
However, it is not illegal if the dog is a certified working dog and is shown only for
the purposes of demonstrating its working ability.

Administration of poisons eic

A person commits an offence if they administer poisonous or injurious substances
or drugs to a protected animal, or they permit someone else to do this. It also
applies if they cause these substances to be tfaken by a protected animal, e.g.
leaving rat poison out, which may be eaten by another animal.

Fighting etc

An animal fight is defined as an occasion on which a protected animal is placed
with an animal or a human, for the purpose of fighting, wrestling or baiting.

There are a number of offences relating to animal fights. The main offences
include causing an animal fo fight, or attempting to do so, receiving money for
admission to a fight, publicising a fight, fraining an animal to fight, betting on a
fight and being present at an animal fight without lawful authority.

Animals commonly used for fighting include dogs. cockerels and badgers.

Sanctions

The magistrates have a range of sanctions available to them in the event of
finding someone gulilty of offences under the Act. Depending on the offence,
these may include:

e custodial sentences of up to six months

e deprivation orders (faking the animal away)

e disqualification orders (banning a person from owning. keeping. controlling,
influencing, dealing or fransporting animals)

e fines of up to £20,000

e destruction of the animal.





Facilitators’ notes – the Animal Welfare Act 2006 (4)
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (4)

Associated secondary legislation and codes of practice

The Animal Welfare Act has been designed to evolve over fime and have a
positive impact on atftitudes to animals. Secondary legislation and codes of
practice on the keeping of cats, dogs and equines, the rearing of game birds,
racing greyhounds and keeping primates as pets have been published by the
governments of England and Wales. Other secondary legislation on issues such
as wild animals in circuses, performing animals and commercial pet vending
may be introduced under the Act but will take a while to be written.

Until these are in place, any animal may be used for any purpose or activity,
provided it is lawful (section 9.3). At times, this may appear to be in opposition
to the welfare offence, for example, the suffering of battery hens. However,
the standard to which the "duty of care’ applies is the extent required by
‘good practice’.

The concept of good practice is not static — it may evolve with time. For
example, many people keep rabbits in hutches on their own, which is not illegal
under the Act. However, an increasing number of experts believe that rabbits are
social animals that, in a natural state, live in groups, and that living alone does
not fulfil their need to have the company of other animals. Therefore, the courts
may, in the future, decide on the basis of such advice that keeping a rabbit on
its own is hot "good practice” and is therefore an offence.

Up-to-date information on secondary legislation and the Act can be found on
the following websites:

For England: www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/cruelty

For Wales: hitp://new.wdles.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/
animal welfare/animalwelfareact/?lang=en

The RSPCA is opposed to any activity involving animals that is likely to cause
unnecessary suffering.

If you believe an offence has been committed under the Animal Welfare Act
2006, you should telephone the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999.
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Did you know that in the last few years, every single death of a child caused by a
dog attack has taken place at home, by the family dog?

Cadey-Lee Deacon

Cadey-Lee was only five months old when she was aftacked by two Rottweiler
dogs as she slept in a Moses basket in her parents’ bedroom. The owner of the
dogs was downstairs.
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Ellie Lawrenson

Ellie was aftacked and killed by a pit bull terrier at her grandmother’s home
where the dog lived. She was only five years old. The owner of the pit bull, Elie’s
uncle, was not present when the attack ook place.

Archie-Lee Hirst

Archie-Lee was only 13 months old when he was killed by a Rottweiler. The attack
took place in the garden of his grandparents’ home, where the dog lived. Archie-
Lee was being cared for by his aunt but the owner of the dog was not there at
the fime.

Jaden Mack

Jaden was only three months old when he was killed by his grandmother’s two
family dogs, a Staffordshire bull terrier and a Jack Russell terrier. His grandmother
was in the house but had fallen asleep.

John Paul Massey

John Paul was four years old when he was killed by his uncle’s dog, an illegal pit
bull terrier, whilst in the care of his grandmother. The aftack took place af the
home, where the dog lived. The dog’s owner was not present at the fime.

Zumer Ahmed

Zumer, an 18-month-old girl, was killed by her uncle’s American bulldog atf her
grandmother’s house. She was in the kitchen with her mother and grandmother
when the dog came in from the garden and aftacked her. Her uncle was not
present at the time.

\_
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Fatal dog attacks to children (2)

Source:

http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/Sky-News-Archive/Article/2008064 1298752

www.dogmagazine.net/archives/5388/fatal-dog-attacks-why-lessons-are-not-
being-learned

www . walesonline.co.uk/news/wdles-news/2009/02/10/jaden-mack-s-parents-
warn-of-dangers-of-dogs-near-children-21466-22891430/

www liverpoolddilypost.co.uk/liverpool-news/regional-news/2009/12/01/john-
paul-massey-killer-dog-was-illegal-pit-bull-terrier-type-tests-reveal-100252-
25297500/

http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/UK-News/Sussex-Dog-Attack-Family-Of-
Zumer-Ahmed-Mauled-To-Dedth-By-Uncles-Dog-Pay-Tribute-To-Toddler/Article/
201004315612359?f=rss

www.dogmagazine.net/archives/5388/fatal-dog-attacks-why-lessons-are-not-
being-learned

All accessed on 7 February 2011.

Further information

Canine aggression FAQ:

http://content.www.rspca.org.uk/cmsprd/Satellite ?blobcol=urldata&blobheader
=application%2Fpdf&blobkey=id&blobnocache=fdalse&blobtable=MungoBlobs&b
lobwhere=1232992973045&ssbinary=true

RSPCA FAQ on dogs and babies:
www.rspca.org.uk/utilities/faq/-/question/ENQCADSafetyBabiesDogs
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Envirconmnrment
NTcyke suure youur cdocgg hhroos oo swuiifable place fo live

Things you should do:

- Provide your dog with a comifortable.

dry . draught-free. clecar arnd Quiet place tTo
rest undisturkbbed.

AT least every fexw hours provide your dog with
aAaccess To am appropriate place whhere your dog

carn go tTo tThe toilet. s -
- Provide exercise for your dog at least omnce a day .
- CSive your dog conmnstTanmt acacess To a safe hidimg place where he/ she canm
esadadprpe iIf he/she feaels afraid.
- NMadake sure your dog has acacess To suitable objects To cheww armd play with,
- IfF dogs live tTogether, you shaould provide enmnooudh ex<xtra resources
Ce.g. Tovys., beds arnd hidimng places) tTo stopke therm from becormimg
compreaetitive armd figaghtimg.
- NMake sur Th si= and Termperature of anmny place you leave your dog
dncludinmng your vehicle) is appproppriate.
- When you tTramsport your dog. miake sure he/shhe is comifortable armd safe at
all Tirmes.
-
“_

NMake sure That where your dog lives is safe ., secure anrnd free frorm hazards.
Keepr your dog under control amd do mot let he/ she stray .

Things you should do:

Provide your dog withh conmnstanmt acacess To clearn driimkimng waater.

NMadake sure your dog eats a balanmced di et suitable for his/her ag s lifestyl

arnmnd health status.

Feced your dog at leastT omce each day . unless advised ofhernwise by your vet.
Read arnmnd follow The feedimng imstrucctionmns om anmny dog foods tThat you Buy .
Adjust how rMmauch you feed your dog To rmak sur [ gn} /Sshe does mot becorme
under or overweight.

IF yvour dog ' s eating or drimkinrg habkbits echange. cormnsult your vet., as your dog
could Bbbe ill.

TLLUSTRATION: STUART TROTTER
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Animals’ basic needs: Dogs (2)

Behaviour

Make sure your dog is able to behave normally

Things you should do:

Choose a type and size of dog that is suited to you, your home and

your lifestyle.

Train your dog from an early age to behave well using rewards. Never
shout at or punish your dog. The dog is very unlikely to understand and can
become more nervous or scared. If your dog’s behaviour becomes an
ongoing problem, seek expert advice.

Exercise your dog regularly to keep him/her fit, active and stimulated.

Give your dog the opportunity to run every day, unless your vet
recommends otherwise.

Make sure your dog has enough to do so that he/she does not become
distressed or bored.

Provide your dog with safe toys and regular opportunities to play with people
or other friendly dogs.

Be observant. If your dog’s behaviour changes or he/she shows regular signs
of stress or fear, seek advice from a vet or clinical animal behaviourist.

If your dog offen shows fear or signs of stress (such as excessive panting.
licking lips, hiding, cowering, aggression), seek advice from a vet or clinical
animal behaviourist,

Be consistent in the way you, your family and friends react to your dog.
Give your dog constant access to a safe hiding place where he/she can
escape if he/she feels afraid.
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Animals’ basic needs: Dogs (3)

Company

Make sure your dog has appropriate company

Things you should do:

Make sure that your dog has opportunities to inferact positively with
appropriate companions so that he/she does not become lonely or bored.
Make sure your dog is hever leff alone long enough for him/her to become
distressed.

If your dog is friendly tfowards other dogs, allow him/her to interact with them
on aregular basis.

Never leave your dog unsupervised with another animal or person who may
deliberately or accidentally harm or frighten him/her.

When you are away, make sure your dog is properly cared for by a
responsible person.

If your dog is fearful of, or aggressive towards, other dogs, avoid those dogs
except under the advice of a vet or clinical animal behaviourist.

If you have more than one dog, house them together if possible, but make
sure they have enough space and can get away from one another if they
want fo.

Health and welfare

Make sure your dog is protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease

Things you should do:

Check your dog for signs of injury or illness every day, and make sure someone
else does this if you are away.

If you suspect that your dog is in pain, ill or injured, consult a vet promptly.
Take your dog for a routine health check with your vet at least once each year.
Ask your vet for advice about things you can do to protect your dog’s health,
such as vaccination, neutering, and freatments to control parasites (e.g. fleas
and worms).

Get your dog neutered, unless he/she is infended for breeding and provisions
have been made to care for both parents and offspring. Before allowing dogs
to breed, seek the advice of your vet to ensure they are suitable for breeding
in ferms of their health and persondlities.
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