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	Facilitation guide





Dogs and the law


FOCUS: Dogs and the law
TYPE: Visual, auditory & kinaesthetic




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: It is recommended you run this activity with just one person.
HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
To complete the full range of activities in this section will take 1.5-2 hours, but the activities can be done over several sessions.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Activity sheets





Facilitators notes
My behaviour towards dogs

My behaviour towards dogs – recording sheet

What could happen to me if I break the law?
What could happen to me if I break the law?

Action plan for me and my dogs

Animals’ basic needs - dogs
Future action plan if I get a dog
The Animal Welfare Act 2006
Equipment 






Factsheets
Pen or pencil






The five freedoms

Scissors
Red, green and orange spot stickers
Information about the Dangerous Dogs act 1991 and banned types (see Useful websites section)

Aims and objectives

In this activity, young people will look at a variety of statements that relate to how they care for or treat their dog, or how they would care for or treat their dog if they had one. The facilitator of this activity has a choice of statements to allow them to make this activity relevant to the young person.
The young person sorts these statements into categories. They then investigate whether or not these behaviours are acceptable or against the law and what types of penalties they could face if they break the law. They then create an action plan that addresses any current behaviours that are against the law to ensure responsible dog ownership.
In the extension activities the young person also gets the opportunity to investigate some of the consequences for people who have a dangerous dog and allow him/her to get out of control, if this is appropriate for them. They can also increase their knowledge of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, especially relating to types of dogs that are banned under the Act.
Young people will:

· think about their own behaviour towards dogs

· develop an understanding of laws relating to dogs and dog ownership in the UK, especially the consequences of breaking the law, including penalties

· explore whether their own behaviour reflects current UK law regarding dog ownership

· create an action plan where they identify behaviours that need to be changed in order to comply with the law.

Some young people will:
· explore what types of dogs are banned under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991.
Preparation for the facilitator


· In advance of this activity, it is suggested that you choose the most appropriate statements to use with the young person from the activity sheet My behaviour towards dogs.

· The statements are about different issues related to status dog ownership, including:


1. dog welfare and welfare concerns

2. illegal activities, e.g. dog fighting and dangerous dog ownership

3. risks to other people and animals.


· Make sure that you include some statements related to all of these, but you can also choose to concentrate on some key issues that are relevant to the young person.


· Cut out the chosen statements from the activity sheet as well as the category headings at the bottom. Put them into an envelope ready for use.

What to do
My behaviour towards dogs

· Prepare the statements from the activity sheet My behaviour towards dogs as described in the Useful information section.

· Ask the young person to lay out the category headings (Always, Sometimes, Never) on a table, leaving plenty of space to start grouping the statements.
· Explain that you are interested to hear about their behaviour towards dogs.
1. Say that you are interested to see how they treat their dog or what they think is an acceptable way of treating a dog.

2. Make sure that this is done in a way that is non-confrontational and tell them there is no right or wrong answer.

· Ask the young person to take each statement in turn and put it into the correct category.

· While they are sorting the statements, use the Facilitators’ notes My behaviour towards dogs – recording sheet to record their behaviours by ticking the correct column for each statement.

· They should now have three categories of statements. It is important that these statements stay where they are for the moment. (If you do not have time to run all of these activities in one session, you will need to store these sorted statements somewhere safe, to refer to them later in the activity. You could use three envelopes.)

 Dogs and the law

· Explain to the young person that there are certain laws that apply to dogs and their owners and you would like to start a discussion about dogs and the law. Explain that from their sorted statements, you can see evidence of:

1. responsible dog ownership – really good behaviour and attitudes towards dogs

2. activities where they are breaking the law –obviously, if they want to ensure that they keep their dog (and not have it taken off them) and avoid a penalty (e.g. a £20,000 fine and/or six months in prison) or a ban from keeping animals, these behaviours and attitudes need to change

3. activities where they are at risk of breaking the law.

· Explain that it’s important that these attitudes and behaviours are addressed to avoid problems for themselves (and their dog).

· Use the Facilitators’ notes My behaviour towards dogs – recording sheet to begin a discussion about their statements. There is a colour allocated to each answer:

1. Green - this attitude or behaviour is brilliant! This is an example of responsible dog ownership

2. Amber – you should find out more about this behaviour. Under some circumstances this might be acceptable, but in many cases this might actually be against the law

3. Red – this attitude or behaviour should cause you great concern. It is highly likely that the young person is breaking the law or is at risk of doing so.

· Tell the young person that you are going to look at each attitude/behaviour in turn and give it a colour green, amber or red. You can give them coloured stickers or pens/pencils to colour-code their statements.

· Make sure that you give the young person praise for the statements that are green. Explore these further by asking why they do these things. You can refer back to these actions later in the activity, or use them as models for more difficult discussions.

· Ask questions to find out more about their amber statements. For example, ‘When would this be ok?’, ‘When do you do this?’ ‘Under what circumstances is this ok?’

· Explain that some of these actions are unacceptable in some circumstances as they are against the law. The recording sheet gives details about the laws relating to the statements.


· For red, ask them questions such as ‘If that was allowed to happen, what might happen to people/the dog?’, ‘Is that acceptable?’, ‘Do you think that this is against the law?’, ‘Why do you think that?’. Explain that, in many circumstances, this is unacceptable and could even be against the law. The recording sheet gives details about the laws relating to the statements.

· It may be helpful to refer to the information about the factsheet The five freedoms and Facilitators’ notes Animals’ basic needs (dogs). You could use these to discuss what dogs need and what the consequences might be if the dog does not have all of its welfare needs provided for.

N.B. – The laws relating to animal welfare and dogs can be very complex. We have tried to simplify the behaviours and laws to make this activity manageable, but please remember that each case and the individual circumstances are different, so there might be exceptions in some circumstances.

· If the young person has an illegal breed of dog, or thinks it is acceptable to own one, it is suggested that you complete the activity Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership: Case Study which includes a real-life case study of a pit bull attack in which a five year-old girl died.



What are the consequences?

· Explain to the young person that there are obvious legal consequences for breaking the law. However, there might be other consequences that they are unaware of. This is because of a combination of some of their activities and behaviours.


· For example, if they allow their dog off the lead near young children AND they encourage him/her to be aggressive, then one day he/she might attack someone by accident. This could be someone they care about. It could also happen if the dog hasn’t been encouraged to be aggressive. For example, he/she may not have been properly socialised with children at a young age and could find their behaviour threatening. It is important to mention here that a dog should never be left unsupervised with a child, even if the owner thinks it will be fine. Tell the young person that the majority of fatal dog attacks on children happen in the family home. (More information can be found in the Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership section Case study andFocus on people.)


· If they don’t get their dog microchipped, ensure that he/she wears a collar and a tag or keep him/her on a lead in a public place, the young person’s dog might run away and be hit by a car, or be collected by a dog warden. If the owner can’t be contacted or found within a set amount of time, then the dog could be put to sleep.

These consequences are explored further in the activities within the Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership section.
Legal consequences
· Ask the young person to think about what the legal consequences might be if they were not a responsible dog owner. Ask them to complete the activity sheet What could happen to me if I break the law? You do not necessarily need to use all of the statements to discuss. You could highlight the ones most relevant to the young person and concentrate on those.


· Using the facilitators’ notes My behaviour towards dogs – recording sheet and facilitators’ notes - What could happen to me if I break the law?, discuss what they have written.


· Reinforce the fact that they need to look after their dog properly to keep him/her safe, happy and well and to protect others.


· Ask the young person to imagine that they have chosen to get a dog, or are thinking about getting one. If they do not abide by the law, the dog may be taken away from them and they could be banned from keeping dogs in the future. The dog could get ill and could even be destroyed. The young person could be fined or sent to prison.


· When discussing the consequences of irresponsible dog ownership, relate back to the individual’s motivations for dog ownership that you discussed in the Motivations for dog ownership section. This will strengthen the messages and be more successful at changing challenging attitudes and behaviour.


1. For example, if their motivation is for companionship or friendship, stress that the dog could be taken away from them and even destroyed if they didn’t look after him/her properly or if he/she attacked a person or another animal. If they were banned from owning a dog, they wouldn’t be able to replace him/her, and would be left without a dog as a companion or friend.
2. If they think that the dog improves their image, then they will lose face and credibility if the dog is taken away and they are banned from owning another dog. People in their community will know what has happened to the dog and will think differently about the young person, and perhaps lose respect for them. 
Action plan

· Explain to the young person that you are both going to look at their sorted statements from earlier in the activity (see facilitators’ notes My behaviour towards dogs-recording sheet) so that they can start thinking about making an action plan.

· Give them praise for the attitudes/behaviours they have marked as green, e.g. ‘I would always keep my dog on a lead next to the road’. For example, you could say ‘I’m really glad you are doing all of these things’ or, if they don’t have a dog yet ‘It’s great that you’re going to do these things with your dog.’

· For the attitudes/behaviours that are marked as amber or red, ask the young person if these are against the law or even morally acceptable.

· Ask the young person to show you all the behaviours that need changing by sorting the statements into two piles- those that are appropriate and those that need to change.

· Ask what the consequences might be of them not changing these behaviours. Focus on the penalties from the previous activity.


· Encourage the young person to make an action plan about what they need to change and how they can make practical improvements to avoid breaking the law and avoid some of the other consequences, e.g. poor welfare for the dog, implications for them and their family.

· Explain that if they have a dog or would like to get one they must correct their behaviour so that the dog is healthy and happy and he/she doesn’t get taken away from them.

· If they already have a dog, ask them to complete the activity sheet Action plan for me and my dog.

· If they don’t have a dog, but would like to get one, complete the activity sheet Future action plan if I get a dog.

· Agree a time when they can reflect on their action plan to see if these changes have been made. 


Optional extension activity - illegal types of dog
· Use the links about the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 and dogs that are banned in the UK in the Useful websites section to explore this issue. You can print off the information from Defra and discuss the following:

1. What do we mean by a banned type?

2. If my dog is crossed with a banned type, is that OK?

3. Why are some dog types banned?

4. What kind of problems do these types of dogs cause?

5. What is the law in regards to banned types of dog?

· Any dog has the potential to be aggressive. Some breeds, such as pit bull terriers and other banned types, have been selectively bred for specific traits e.g. strong muscular jaws and persistence in attack that means that if they do show aggression the consequences are severe.


· If you want to report an illegal type dog, please contact your local police station.

· During these activities, there are opportunities for you to revisit the young person’s motivations for owning or wanting a dog. The section Motivations for dog ownership must therefore be completed first. When discussing the consequences of irresponsible dog ownership, relate back to the individual’s motivations for dog ownership. This will strengthen the messages and be more successful at changing challenging attitudes and behaviour.

· Before doing this activity, we suggest you also run some of the activities in the Encouraging responsible dog ownership: All about dogs section.

· This activity works well if the young person is an existing dog owner or is interested in getting a dog.

· This activity is most useful for young people who like and admire dogs, but you are concerned that they possibly do not know the best way to train or care for those dogs. It is unlikely to have any impact on a young person who has been keeping a dog specifically for illegal dog fighting or is heavily involved in gang warfare. If you are working with someone who has been involved in illegal dog-fighting, refer to The incident section in Breaking the chain in the first instance.

· After this activity, you may find it appropriate to complete the activity Consequences of irresponsible dog ownership: Case study. Investigate some of the consequences to people and dogs of having a dangerous dog who is allowed to be out of control.

· A central theme running through all these resources is the concept of the five freedoms. We hope that by introducing this to the young people and then reinforcing it in a number of other sessions, we will provide them with a code of conduct to apply to every situation in which they encounter animals. The five freedoms are very similar to the duty of care criteria mentioned in the Animal Welfare Act.
Did you know?

· Under the Police and Crimes Act (2009) - s34-35 - Injunction can be made against gang members being in charge of an animal, e.g. a dog in a public place, if it has been proven that the gang member is engaged in, or encouraged or assisted, gang-related violence.

(Defra 2010 - Public consultation on Dangerous Dogs: 6)

· A new petition was launched in November 2011 by leading animal charities, the veterinary profession and trade unions to put pressure on the Government to  overhaul dog laws and bring forward new legislation in the Queen’s Speech. If more than 100,000 people sign up on the Prime Minister’s official website, this would force a House of Commons debate.

Useful websites
The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991
Defra – Dangerous Dogs Act legislation guidance
Directgov – Dogs that are banned in the UK
Directgov – Controlling your dog in public
Defra – Control of dogs, the law and you (leaflet)
RSPCA briefing on status dogs
RSPCA canine aggression information
BBC News – Hospitals see rise in dog bites
Growing up with a dog – dogs and children
If you want to find out more about the dog attacks shown in the photos in the activity sheet Dog bites on people, then you can access them at: 
'Girl needed 175 stitches after dog attack' - Ross Parry Agency, 21 August 2010
'Boy, 5, 'scalped' by Rottweiler in horror attack' - Daily Mail, 26 February 2010
'Boy, 11, savaged by dog his father rescued off the street days earlier' - Mail Online, 29 December 2010 
Activity sheet – My behaviour towards dogs (1)
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Think about the way in which you look after a dog if you have one, or how you
would look affer a dog if you got one.

Sort the statements info categories "Always’, ‘Sometimes’, and "Never’,
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' would let my dog fight with
another dog to show that he/she i

wdas more powerful

[ would change the shape of my
dog’s ears by removing part of them

[ wouldn’t allow my dog to walk off
the lead near a road

| would sometimes stop feeding my

dog properly fo help fraln him/her I'm not bothered about feeding

to be more aggressive my dog a suitable diet

' would let my dog atftack or scare
a person if | didn’t like them

| decide when my dog is allowed
a drink of water

' wouldn't let my dog aftack

another animal a park

' would let my dog off the lead
around young children

| would encourage my dog to
be aggressive

| would leave my dog outside for
long periods of time





Activity sheet – My behaviour towards dogs (2)
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Activity sheet – What could happen to me if I break the law?
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Activity sheet – action plan for me and my dog
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Action plan for me and my dog

| already have a dog called

| have owned for months/years.

| chose to get and it is my responsibility to take good
care of him/her.

| already take excellent care of my dog by doing the following things:

However, | need to make improvements in the following areas to make sure that
stays happy and healthy and to also make sure that |

am not breaking the law.

What is the issue? What practical changes Date | have
can I make? achieved these

If | don’t make these changes, the following things might happen:

1

2.

3.

4

&,

I am committed to looking after properly. | understand
that by making sure | don‘t break the law, will be happy

and healthy and | won’t have to worry about the legal penalties and punishments.

Signed Date

Y,





Activity sheet – Future action plan if I get a dog
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' would like to get a dog. If | choose to get a dog it is my responsibility to take
good care of him/her.

| already know how to take good care of a dog by doing the following things:
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However, there are sfill some things that | didn’t know | needed to do. | would
need to make improvements in the following areas fo make sure that my dog is
happy and healthy and to also make sure that | don’t break the law.

What is the issue? What do | need to do?

If | don’t address these issues, the following things might happen:

Ea N SN

5.

If | get a dog. | will be committed to looking affer him/her properly. | understand
that by making sure | don’t break the law, my dog will be happy and healthy and |
won’t have to worry about the legal penalties and punishments.

Signed Date

\_





Facilitators’ notes – My behaviour towards dogs recording sheet [image: image4.jpg]1 would get my dogs’
fail docked

1 would change fhe
shape of my dog’s
ears by removing
part of them

| would sometimes
stop feeding my dog
property to help frain
him/her to be more
aggressive

Itis against the law fo cut off or dock the fail of a dog unless it is
necessary for the dog’s medical treatment o it is specifically allowed
by regulations. It musf be done by a vet. Someone who performs an
legal fail docking is breaking the law. The person who allowed it fo
happen, for example the owner of the dog. is also breaking the law.

The maximum pendlty is si months in prison ond a £20,000 fine.
Your dog could be seized and given another home. You may be
banned from keeping dogs or ofher animals for a set period of fime or
you could get a lifefime ban. Your dog could even be put fo sieep in

|| some circumstances.

Cutting a dog’s ears, or any sort of procedure that inferferes with his/
her sensitive tissues or bone structure, is a prohibited procedure unless
done for the purposes of his/her medical freatment by @ vet.

Someone who performs an ilegal procedure is breaking the law. The
person who allowed it to happen, for example, the owner of fhe dog. is
aiso breaking the law.

‘The maximum penalty s six months in prison and a 20,000 fine.

Your dog could be ssized and given another home. You may be
banned from keeping dogs or other animals for a set period of fime or
You could get a lfetime ban. Your dog could even be put fo sleep in
some circumstances.

You must provide your dog with a balanced dief that & suitable for
his/her age, ifestyle and health. You have a duty to provide for all

of your dog's needs. Your dog may become il if he/she is not fed
suitable diet and wil suffer.

Failing to provide for all of the needs of your dog, including his/her
isagainst the law.

The maximum penally is six months in prison and a £20,000 fine.

Your dog could be seized and given another home. You may be
banned from keeping dogs or other animals for a set period of time or

you could get a lifetime ban. Your dog could even be put o sleep in
|| some circumstances.





[image: image5.jpg]Tiunscitimece: DTS
Iwould let my dog

If your dog is nof positively frained fo behave properly and kept under
atfack or scare @ close coniral, he/she could kil or seriously hurt another person or animal
person | didn't and you could be charged with malicious wounding. Your dog may

fike them be seized by the police and you could get up fo a five-year prison
senfence and/or a ban on keeping dogs.

You might also have fo pay a fine. compensation and court costs.
Itis likely that your dog would get destroyed.

Even if your dog scares someone and does not actually attack them, it
s against the law.

Under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, an ASBO can be issued if @
person acts in an anfisocial manner, &.g. s likely fo cause harasment,
alarm or distress fo one or more people. This could be with a dog

All animal fighting s legal. This includes training an animal to fight and
being present at a fight

The maximum penalty for having any involvement in dog fighting is six
months in prison and a £20,000 fine.

Your dog could be seized and given another home. You may be
banned from keeping dogs or ofher animals for a set period of fime or
you could get a fifefime ban. Your dog could even be put to sleep in
some circumstances.

I wouldn't lef my dog See above.

attack arolfisnonimal Ifyou allow your dog fo atfack another animal fhis could diso be o
welfare offence. For example, f you know fhat you have an aggressive
dog bacauss heshe has aftacked ofher dogs of animals before, and
he/she aftacks another dog or animal, then you may be chargsd with
causing crusty fo that animal,

The maximum pendlty is si months in prison and a §20,000 fine.

I would let my dog Itisilegal to make animais fight. It s aiso ilegal fo frain an animal fo
fight with another dog fight to receive money from someane who wans o watch your dog
10 show that he/she fight another animal. to bet on a fight or even go fo a fight.

wasmore powerful ‘The maximum penalty for having any involvement in dog fighting is six

months in prison and a £20,000 fine.
Your dog could be seized and given another home. You may be.

banned from keeping dogs or ofher animals for a set period of fime or
you could get a lfetime ban. Your dog could even be put to sleep in
some circumstances.





[image: image6.jpg]I wouldn't alow my
dog o walk off the
lead near aroad

Dogs must be kept under control in public places.

It your dog is dangerously out of control, aven if he/she dossn'tinjure:
someone. you could get sent to prison for up fo two years,

You might also have o pay up fo £5,000 as o fine, compensation and
court costs.

You could get banned fiom keeping dogs and your dog could get
destioyed, You might be ordered fo keep your dog muzzled.

Dogs must be on alead next to a road. Dogs can cause serious car
accidents if they run out on fo the road. They could be seriously injured
orkiled, or seriously injure or kil people traveling in a vehicle.

If your dog causes a road accident. you may be required to pay
compensation fo anyone who was injured in the accident. as well as for
any domage caused.

Tm not bothered
about feeding my
dog asuable diet

ts your duty fo provide @ balanced, suifable diet for your dog. This will
depend on your dog's age. lfestyle and health. Your dog can become
very il if he/she is not fed a suitable et and he/she wil suffer.

Faiing fo provide for all of the needs of your dog. including his/her dief.
isagainst the law.

The maximum penalty is six months in prison and a £20,000 fine.

Your dog could be seized and given anofher home. You may be
banned from keeping dogs or other animals for a set period of fime or
you could get a ffefime ban. Your dog could even be put fo sieep in
some circumstances.

I decide when my
dog s allowed a
drink of water

‘A dog needs access fo clean diinking water all of the fime.

Your dog may bacome llif he/she does nof have access to clean
water all of the fime and he/she could suffer. Failing to provide for all of
the needs of your dog is against the law.

The maximum penalty is six months in prison and a £20,000 fine.
Your dog could be seized and given anofher home. You may be
banned from keeping dogs or ofher animals for a set period of fime or

you could get g lifetime ban. Your dog could even be put o sleep in
some circumstances.





[image: image7.jpg]1 would let my dog off
the lead in @ park

Dog confrol orders are specific fo areas and set by local authorities.

Itis generally not an offence for a dog fo be off the lead in a public
place aslong os he/she is under control, though there are some places
where local authorifies con make it an offence tolet a dog off the
lead,

It becomes an offence when the dog s dangerously out of control, for
example. when ha/she injures a person or behavesin a way fhat makes
aperson wortied that he/she might injure them.

Your dog must be under confrol in public places - he/she should
never be alliowed to be in a position where they can approach young
chidren if he/she is aggressive of has a femperamental nature.

Local authorities have the power to designate places where dogs must
be kept on alead.

You could be fined up to £1,000 for breaching dog control orders.

Itis against fhe low for your dog to not be kept under confrol. He/she.
‘could kill or seriously hurf another person or animal.

Even if your dog scares someone and does not actually attack them,
this is against the law.

It your dog attacked or injured a person you could get charged with
malicious wounding. Your dog might be seized by the police and you
could get up to a five-year prison sentence and/or a ban on keeping
dogs.

You might aiso have to pay a fine, compensation and court costs.

Itis likely that your dog will be destroyed.

If your dog attacks another animal, this may be a welfare offence,
which could resut in six months in prison and @ £20,000 fine.

| would let my dog
off the lead around
young children

It can be dangerous fo let your dog off the lead around young|
chidren See above.

Chidren shouid:

« neverbe left alone in the same room as @ dog
« only be allowed close contact with a dog under competent

adult supervision
« never be allowad o approach an unfami





[image: image8.jpg]| would encourage my
dog fobe aggressive

| would leave my
dog outsice for long
periods of fime

Itis against the law for your dog fo be out of control. He/she could kil of
serously hurt another person of animal,

Even If your dog scares someone and does not actually attack them,
This Is against fhe law.

If your dog aftacked or Injured a person you couid get charged with
‘malcious wounding. The dog could be sezed by fhe polce and you might
get up o a five~yedr prison sentence and/of a ban on keeping dogs.

You might aiso have fo pay a fine, compensation and court costs.
ItIslikely that your dog will be desfroyed.

Al animai fighting is llegal, This Inciudes fraining on animal fo fight and
being present at a fight.

The maximum penaity fof having any Involvement in dog fighting Is six
months In prison and a £20,000 fine,

Your dog could be selzed and glven another home. You might be
banned from keeping dogs or other animals for a set perlod of fime o
you could get g Iifefime ban. Your dog could even be put fo sieep In
some clrcumstances.

This could aiso be a welfare offence. For exampie, If you know fhat you
have an aggressive dog because he/she has attacked other dogs of
animais before, and he/she atfacks ancther dog or animal, then you
may be charged with causing crueity fo That animai.

The maximum penalty is s months In prison and a £20,000 fine.

You must provide your dog with a suffable, comforiable environment
1o/ive I, If kept outdoors, you would need fo provide some shelfer hat
Keeps your dog worm and dry. The dog would also need some sort of
mental sfimuiation fo stop him/her from getting bored and frushated if
he/she spends a ot of fime on his/ner own. Dogs are soclable animals
1hat need and enjoy company. You should enstre hat your dog has
appropriate company and that you spend time piaying with him/her.
You have a legal duty fo provide a sulfable home for your dog. it might
be an offence If you do not. Your dog could get coid and wet and
become lf he/she does not have proper sheter.

Falling fo provide for all of the needs of your dog Is against the law.
The maximum penaity is six months in prison and a £20,000 fine.

Your dog could be seized and gven another home. You might be banned
from keping dogs o other animais for @ set parlod of fime of you couid get
alfetime ban. Your dog could even be put fo sieep In some circumstances.





[image: image9.jpg]| wouldn't provide
shalfer or a kennel
outside for my dog.
| would make sure.

I exercised my dog
enough for his/her

breed, age and health.

Tonly wak my dog
when | want fo

| would walk my dog
once o doy

1 would put a bet on
adog fight

If someone offered me
the chance fo make
money out of fighting
my dog with anofher
dog. | wouild accept

See above.

Dogs need regular exercise and plenty of opportunities fo walk and
1un'fo keep them fit, active and stimulated. The level of exerclse that is
sulfable for them will depend on thelr breed, hedlth and age - usually.

‘more than once a day for most dogs. You would need fo find out how
much exerclse your dog needs.

Your dog wil need regular opporiunities fo go outside fo the follet or
he/she wil become distressed.

Your dog may suffer It he/she does not get enough exercise.
Falling o provice for all of the needs of your dog Is against the low.
The maximum pendity s six months In prison and a £20,000 fine.

Your dog could be selzed and given another home. You might be
banned from keeping dogs of Other animais for a set period of time or
You could get a liefime ban. Your dog could even be putfo sieep In
some clrcumstances.

Your dog moy not be gefting enough exercise for his/her breed, health
and age. Ses above.

Your dog may need more fhan one walk a day depending on his/her
breed, age and heaith, See above.

‘Any Involvement In dog fighting is against he law.

Itis legal fo make animals fight. It s aiso lliegal fo frain an animal fo
fight. to recelve money from someane who wanfs to watch your dog
fight another animal, fo bet on a fight or even go fo a ight.

The maximum pendity for having any Involvement In dog fighting s six
months In prison and a £20,000 ine.

Your dog could be selzed and given another home. You might be
banned from keeping dogs or oiher animais for a set period of fime or
you could get a lfetime ban. Your dog could even be put o sieep In
some clrcumstances

Itis llegal to have any involvement in dog fighting. See above.
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‘Although being In possession of the footage is not flegal In Ifsel, this
footage may be used as evidence In a case about dog fighting.
and could show the courts that you or ofhers have an inferest or
Involvement In this fype of activity. Any Involvement In dog fighting s
against the iaw.

Itis lagal fo make animals ight. It s ako llegai o frain an animal to
fight. to recelve monsy from someone who wanfs fo waich your dog
fight another animai, fo bet on @ fight or even go fo a fight.

The maximum penaity for having any Involvement in dog fighting s six
months I prison and @ £20,000 fine.

1 would breed my
dog fo make money

You must fake your dog fo a vet stralght away If he/she s sick of Injured.
tis against the law If you don’t do this. Your dog moy suffer.

Falling fo provide for all of the needs of your dog, Including veterinary
care If he/she Is sick or Injured, Is against the law.

The maximum penatty Is si months In prison and a £20.000 fine.

Your dog could be selzed and glven another home. You might be
banned from keeping dogs or ofher animals for a set period of fime o
You could get alfefime ban. Your dog could even be put fo sieep in
some clrcumstances.

If you cannot afford fhe freafment, you should consult your vet as
he/she might be abie fo recommend some charifies hat could give
You financlal assistance If you quallty for It. You can also contact local
animal chorities and ask for fhelr advice.

Local authorities are responslole for Issuing llcences fo people breeding
dogsn thelr area.

Ucensed breeders must not mate a bitch less than 12 months old, not
allow more than six iffers from a bitch In het lifefime. and not allow het
1o have more than one littet per yaar.

There must be good levels of animal welfare and fhe dogs must have:
what they need to be happy and heathy.

The local authorify can get @ warant fo search any premises, Including
private homes and garages, where they belleve dogs are being bred.
It someone Is breeding dogs without a licence when they should have

one, thel property couid b searched. It s best fo check wih your local
authority fo see what thelr guidelines are for licensing.
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Local authorities are responsible for ssuing licences fo people breeding
dogsin fheir area.

Licensed breeders must not mate a bitch less than 12 months old, not
allow more than six fitfers from a bitch in her lifetime, and not aliow her
to have more than one lifter per year.

There must be good levels of animal welfare and the dogs must have
what they need to be happy and heathy.

The local authority can get a warrant fo search any premises, including
private homes and gorages. where fhey believe dogs are being bred.

Female dogs can become very unheafhy if they are always pregnant
or sucking puppies. They need a break to let their bodies recover after
pregnancy. ffthe dog is suffering. then fhis s against the law.

Failing fo provide for all of the needs of your dog, including veterinary
care if he/she is sick or injured, is against he law.

‘The maximum penalty is six months in prison and a £20,000 fine.

Your dog (and possibly the puppies) could be seized and given another
home. You might be banned from keeping dogs o ofher animais for a
set period of fime of you could get a fifefime ban. Your dog could even
be put to sieep in some circumstances.

Dogsin a public place must wear a colar wilh fhe name, adaress and
postcode of the owner. (A phone number is optional, along with the.
dog'sname)

Any dog without fhis can be seized and freated as a stray dog. He/she
could be impounded by the local authority and you would have fo
pay to get him/her back. Falure fo do this could resut in the dog being
rehomed or aven destroyed. You could be fined up o £5,000.
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Electric shock collars are sed o remotely apply an electric shock,
usually to the animal's neck, fo stop unwanted behaviour. But research
clearly shows that the application of an electric shock causes a
physiological stress response and behaviours associated with pain, fear
and stress in animal.

The use of such training devices can pase along-term threat fo an
animal's welfare and aiso cause immediate suffering. Punishment can
lead to behaviour problems, and make some behaviour problems worse.

Failing fo provide for all of the needs of your dog is against the law.
The maximum penaty is six months in prison and a £20,000 fine.

Your dog could be seized and given another home. You might be
banned from keeping dogs or ofher animals for a set period of fime or

you could get a lfefime ban. Your dog could even be put to sleep in
some circumstances.

Choke chains are nof against the law. Choke chains con cause dogs
pain and injury. This would be against the law as it i llegal fo cause @
dog any kind of suffering.

Shock collars are ilegal in Wales, but their use has not yet been banned
in England.

I would clear up the
dog fasces after my
dog went fo the foilet
in a public place

Youmust clean up affer your dog in designated areas. Most public areas
including parks. footpaths and roads, are covered by local dog orders.
You could be fined up to £1,000 for breaching dog confrol orders.





[image: image13.jpg]| would consider
getling @ pit bul ferrer.
Dogo Argentino,
Japanese Tosa or

Fila Braziliero or a
crossbreed of these

Some fypes of dogs are banned, Whether your dog s a banned fype
depends on what your dog actually looks ike. rather han the name of
the breed, or whether or not it s aggressive. If your dog mafches fhe
characteristics of a pit bul ferier or ofher ilegal breed. he/she may

be freated as a banned fype. no matter what fype o breed his/her
parents were. Pit bull ferriers are an ilegal breed in the UK.

The maximum penatl for ilegal possession of a banned dog s a fine of
£5,000 and/or a six months in prison.

Evenif a dog s not a full it bull or another ilegal breed such as Dogo
Argentino, Japanese Tosa or Fila Braziliero, it is sl llegal fo own dogs
that show the physical characteristics of these breeds unless they have
been registered on fhe index of Exempted Dogs (see below.) If i aiso
ilegal to breed dogs with the physical characteristics of banned fypes.

Ifyou are suspected of having @ dog of an illegal breed, he/she could
be seized by the police or local council dog warden and kept in

poiice kennels for several waeks or months. Duting this time you are not
allowed fo vist your dog. A police dog expert or expert used by the
council wil make an assessment and decide f the dog is a banned
breed and could be a danger fo the public. If you give up ownership
of your dog, and he/she is considered dangerous, he/she could be
destroyed without you going fo court. If you are faken to court, it is your
responsbiify to prove that your dog is not a banned type, ofherwise the
dog could be destroyed.

The court may grant an exception if it hinks your dog is not a danger to
the public and put it onto the government's Index of Exempted Dogs. If
your dog is put on the list. he/she wil have to be:

« kept on fhe lead at il fimes in public places wearing a muzzle
« microchipped
« tattooed
« neutered
ept in a secure place where he/she can't escape
« insured against injuring others.

You will have to pay for all of this.




[image: image14.jpg]It coulan't look after ‘Abandoning an animalIs o criminal offence. Under the Animal Weltare
my dog any more, Act. those found guilty face a fine of up 10 £20,000 and/or up 1o sl

I'd consider leaving months In prison. Leaving a dog tled up could cause Injury 1o the dog
him/her somewnere to and this could also be a cruelty offence.

fendifor nknsalf/homolr I you can‘t look affer your dog any more. It is your duty 1o find him/ner
| asuitable nome. e below for detais

If I couidn't look affer Ifyou can't Iook affer your dog any more. it s your dluty fo find him/ner

my dog any more, asultable home. This might mean that you need o spend fime making

r'd give him/her fo sure that your dog goss 1o the right home where he/she will be happy.

someone else heaithy and well-cared for. A local animal centre may be able to help
If they have room for your dog. It they are full. they may be able to offer
you some advice.

Abandoning an animal Is a criminal offence. Under fhe Animal Weltare.
Act, fnose found guilty face @ fine of Up 10 £20,000 aNd/or up 1o sk
months In prison.

Itls an offence I you give or sell a dog fo someone who Is under 16
years of age uniess they are accompanied by an adulf, The maximum
penaity Is asix- month prison senfence and a fine.

The best way fo Training a dog Using rewards will el him/her learn fo behave

frain a dog Is o frain appropriately and make him/her easier fo confrol, Good fraining

him/her fhrough force can ennhance a dog’s quallfy of ife. Frightening experiences and

and punishment punishment can lead fo behaviour problems and suffering. Causing
unnecessary suffering fo any pet, Including a dog. can result In up fo six
months In prison and a fine of Up 10 £20,000. Your dog could be selzed
and given another home. You might be banned from keeping dogs of
other animais for a sef period of fime of you could get a liefime ban.
‘Your dog could even be put 1o sieep In some circumstances.

The best way fo frain Tralning a dog using rewards wil help him/ner learn to behave

dog i to train him/her appropriately and make him/her easier 1o confrol. Good fralning can

through ploy and reward enhance a dog’s quallty of ife. See above.

This affifude or behaviour should Cause you great concern. It Is highly Iikely that the young person could be breaking the law
orls at risk of doing s0

You should ind out more about this behaviour, Under some clrcumstances this might be accepfable, but In many cases fhis
might actually be against the law

This atfitude or behaviour is billiant. This Is an example of responsible dog ownership
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Facilitators’ notes – What could happen to me if I break the law?

Facilitators’ notes – Animals’ basic needs – dogs (1)
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Envirconmnrment
NTcyke suure youur cdocgg hhroos oo swuiifable place fo live

Things you should do:

- Provide your dog with a comifortable.

dry . draught-free. clecar arnd Quiet place tTo
rest undisturkbbed.

AT least every fexw hours provide your dog with
aAaccess To am appropriate place whhere your dog

carn go tTo tThe toilet. s -
- Provide exercise for your dog at least omnce a day .
- CSive your dog conmnstTanmt acacess To a safe hidimg place where he/ she canm
esadadprpe iIf he/she feaels afraid.
- NMadake sure your dog has acacess To suitable objects To cheww armd play with,
- IfF dogs live tTogether, you shaould provide enmnooudh ex<xtra resources
Ce.g. Tovys., beds arnd hidimng places) tTo stopke therm from becormimg
compreaetitive armd figaghtimg.
- NMake sur Th si= and Termperature of anmny place you leave your dog
dncludinmng your vehicle) is appproppriate.
- When you tTramsport your dog. miake sure he/shhe is comifortable armd safe at
all Tirmes.
-
“_

NMake sure That where your dog lives is safe ., secure anrnd free frorm hazards.
Keepr your dog under control amd do mot let he/ she stray .

Things you should do:

Provide your dog withh conmnstanmt acacess To clearn driimkimng waater.

NMadake sure your dog eats a balanmced di et suitable for his/her ag s lifestyl

arnmnd health status.

Feced your dog at leastT omce each day . unless advised ofhernwise by your vet.
Read arnmnd follow The feedimng imstrucctionmns om anmny dog foods tThat you Buy .
Adjust how rMmauch you feed your dog To rmak sur [ gn} /Sshe does mot becorme
under or overweight.

IF yvour dog ' s eating or drimkinrg habkbits echange. cormnsult your vet., as your dog
could Bbbe ill.

TLLUSTRATION: STUART TROTTER




Facilitators’ notes – Animals’ basic needs – dogs (2)
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Facilitators’ notes – Animals’ basic needs – dogs (3)
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Facilitators’ notes – Animals’ basic needs – dogs (4)

Fact sheet – The five freedoms
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The five freedoms

The RSPCA believes that anyone responsible for looking after animails
should try o give them the five freedoms. The five freedoms are
considered aspirational, as they cannot always be achieved and
maintained at all times. For example, an animal may need to feel
hungry before it will eat, However, animal keepers should always aim
to provide the five freedoms to their animals as far as possible.

For more information about animals’ needs see:
www.rspca.org.uk/animalcare

Freedom from hunger and thirst -
by providing enough fresh water and the right type and
amount of food to keep them fit.

Freedom from discomfort -

by making sure that animals have the right type of
environment including shelter and somewhere
comfortable to rest.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease -
by preventing them from geftting ill or injured and by making
sure animals are diagnosed and treated rapidly if they do.

Freedom to express normal behaviour -
by making sure animals have enough space, proper facilities
and the company of other animals of their own kind.

Freedom from fear and distress -
by making sure their condifions and treatment avoid
mental suffering.
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The Animal Welfare Act 2006 only applies to vertebrate, non-human animals (e.g.
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish).

The categories of animals protected by the Act depend on the offence in question.

Protected animals are those that are:

e commonly domesticated in the British lslands (e.g. dogs and cats, including
feral cats and stray dogs), or

® under the control of man, whether on a permanent basis (e.g. wild animals in
dircuses and zoos) or a temporary basis (e.g. animals caught in traps), or

o notliving in a wild state (e.g. animals that escape from captivity but cannot be
described as Iving in a wid state because they are non-native to the British lslands).

The Act does not apply fo invertebrates (e.g. insects, shellfish, octopuses and
snails), foetal or embryonic animals, wild animals (that do not fall within the
definition of protected animal) and research animals that are regulated by the
Animals (Scientfific Procedures) Act 1986.

The Act does not apply to the sea, only to inland waters (river, streams, lakes) and
estuaries. The Act does not affect legal hunting (i.e. trail hunting), shooting and
sea fishing, and does not apply to angling.

The offences in the Act are divided into two broad categories - the promotion of
animal welfare and the prevention of harm fo animals.

The owner of an animal is always considered to be legally ‘responsible’ for the
animal’s welfare. But legal responsibllity may also include the person who Is in
charge of an animal, even temporarlly. If an animal is looked affer by a child
under 16, the person who has the care and control of the child (e.g. parent/
guardian) is treated as responsible for the animal.

The promotion of animal welfare

Duty of care

A person commits an offence if he/she does not take reasonable steps to ensure
that the needs of an animal for which he/she is responsible are met (the *duty of
care’) in line with good practice'.
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The Act defines an animal’s needs as includin,

a) its need for a suitable environment

b) its need for a suitable diet

©) Itsneed to be able to exhibit normal behaviour patterns

d) any need it has to be housed with, or apart from, other animals, and
) itsneed fo be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease.

Selling animals to persons under 16

Itis illegal to sell an animal to any person whom you have reasonable cause to
belleve to be under 16. This includes transferring or agreeing to fransfer ownership
of an animal (e.g. giving an unwanted pet fo someone under 16).

Offering a person under 16 the chance to win an animal as a prize

Generally, itis an offence to offer a person under 16, who is not accompanied by
an adult, an animal as a prize.

The prevention of harm to animals

Unnecessary suffering
There are two separate offences:

1. to cause unnecessary suffering to a protected animal by an act (e.g. kicking
adog) or failure fo act (e.g. fo provide veterinary treatment)

2. topemmit unnecessary suffering to an animal for which that person is
responsible, which has been caused by another person (e.g. dllowing
someone to neglect a pet by not feeding it).

Mutilation

Mutilation, i.e. interference with the sensitive tissues or bone structure of
protected animals is banned unless:
e itis necessary for the animal’s medical treatment, or

e itis a procedure specifically allowed by regulations because it is performed in
the animal’s long-term welfare inferest or it is an accepted method of animal
management, e.g. on farm.
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Docking of dogs' tails

Itis llegal fo dock a dog's tall unless this is required for the purpose of its medical
treatment or the dog is a certified working dog of a certain breed or breed
type (as specified by secondary legisiation) and is not more than five days old.
Different exceptions apply to dogs In England and Wales.

The showing of dogs with docked fails is also restricted. It is an offence fo show a
dog whose fall has been wholly or partially removed on o after 28 March 2007
(Wales) or 6 April 2007 (England) at an event that people pay money to watch,
1if the dogls a certified working dog and s shown only for
the purposes of demonstrating ifs working abilty.

Administrafion of poisons etc

A person commits an offence if they administer poisonous of Injurious substances
or drugs to a protected animal, or they permit someone else to do this. It also
applles if they cause these substances to be taken by a protected animal, .g.
leaving rat polson out, which may be eaten by another animal.

Fighting efc

An animal fight s defined as an occasion on which a profected animal ls placed
with an animal or @ human, for the purpase of fighting, wrestiing or baifing.

There are a number of offences relating to animal fights. The main offences
include causing an animal fo fight, or attempting o do so, recelving money for
admission fo a fight, publicking a fight, training an animal to fight, betting on a
fight and being present at an animal fight without lawful authority.

Animals commonly used for fighting include dogs, cockerels and badgers.

Sanctions

The magistrates have a range of sanctions available to them in the event of
finding somecne guilty of offences under the Act. Depending on the offence.
these may include:

e custodial sentences of up to six months

o deprivation orders (taking the animal away)

e disqualiication orders (banning a person from owning, keeping, controling,
influencing, dealing or fransporting animals)

o fines of up o §20,000

e destruction of the animal.
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Associated secondary legislation and codes of practice

The Animal Welfare Act has been designed to evolve over time and have a
positive impact on attitudes to animals. Secondary legislation and codes of
practice onthe keeping of cats, dogs and equines, the rearing of game birds,
racing greyhounds and keeping primates as pets have been published by the
govermnments of England and Wales. Other secondary legislation on issues such
as wild animals in circuses, performing animals and commercial pet vending
may be infroduced under the Act but will fake a while to be written.

Until these are in place, any animal may be used for any purpose or activity,
provided it is lawful (section 9.3). At times, this may appear to be in opposition
to the welfare offence, for example, the suffering of battery hens, However,
the standard to which the ‘duty of care’ applies is the extent required by
‘good practice’.

The concept of good practice is not static - it may evolve with time. For
example, many people keep rabbits in hutches on their own, which is not illegal
under the Act. However, an increasing number of experts believe that rabbits are
social animails that, in a natural state, live in groups, and that living alone does
not fulfil their need to have the company of other animals. Therefore, the courts
may, in the future, decide on the basis of such advice that keeping a rabbit on
its own is not ‘good practice’ and is therefore an offence.

Up-to-date information on secondary legislation and the Act can be found on
the following websites:

For England: www .defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/cruelty

For Wales: A I

animal welfare/animalwelfareact/?lang=en

The RSPCA is opposed to any activity involving animals that is likely fo cause
unnecessary suffering.

If you believe an offence has been committed under the Animal Welfare Act
2006, you should telephone the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999.
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I don’t make my dog wear a collar and ID tag in a public place �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I don’t exercise my dog enough for his/her breed, health and age �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I hurt my dog by using a collar in the wrong way �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I kick my dog because he/she has been naughty or does not do what he/she has been told �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I train my dog by beating and punishing him/her �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I don’t clear up my dog’s dog mess �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
Pay court costs �
�
�
I have an illegal type of dog, e.g. a pit bull terrier cross-breed �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Register the dog on the Index of Exempted Dogs �
�
�
I abandon my dog because I can’t look after him/her any more �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I leave my dog outside all day to get cold, wet and to suffer �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�
I allow my dog to suffer by not looking after him/her properly or providing what he/she needs to be happy and healthy �
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://officeimg.vo.msecnd.net/en-gb/files/164/392/ZA001117936.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
�
�
�









What is the issue? �
Penalties and punishments for breaking the law�
�
�
AFine �
Prison sentence �
Bannedfrom keeping another dog �
Dog confi scated or destroyed �
Pay compensation �
Other �
Nothing �
�
I dock my dog’s tail or cut his/her ears for cosmetic reasons�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I let my dog scare or injure another person�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I don’t keep my dog on a lead next to a road�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I don’t feed my dog the right food�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I arrange a dogfi ght�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I place a bet on a dogfi ght�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I let my dogfi ght another dog�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I don’t take my dog to a vet if he/she is sick�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I breed my female dog more than is allowed�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I don’t make my dog wear a collar and ID tag in a public place�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I don’t exercise my dog enough for his/her breed, health and age�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I hurt my dog by using a collar in the wrong way�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I kick my dog because he/she has been naughty or does not do what he/she has been told�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I train my dog by beating and punishing him/her�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I don’t clear up my dog’s dog mess�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I have an illegal type of dog, e.g. a pit bull terrier cross-breed�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I abandon my dog because I can’t look after him/her any more�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I leave my dog outside all day to get cold, wet and to suffer�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
I allow my dog to suffer by not looking after him/her properly or providing what he/she needs to be happy and healthy �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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If someone offered me the
chance to make money out of
fighting my dog with another dog,
| would accept

| wouldn't provide shelter or a
kennel outside for my dog

| would make sure | exercised
i my dog enough for his/her breed,
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' would watch a film of a real-life
dog fight sent to my mobile phone

age and health

' would clear up the dog faeces
affer my dog went to the toilet in
a public place

' would take my dog to the vet if
he/she was sick or injured

I would consider getting a pit
bull terrier, Dogo Argentino,
Japanese Tosa or Fila Braziliero
or a cross-breed of these

| would breed my dog to
make money

If I couldn’t look after my dog
any more, I'd consider leaving
him/her somewhere to fend for
himself/herself

If my dog had puppies, | would get
i her pregnant again as soon as I'd
i sold the last set of puppies

' would make my dog wear a

If | couldn’t look affer my dog
i collar and a tag with my name

any more, I°'d give him/her to

and contact details on it someone else

| would use a special type of collar

The best way to frain a dogis fo
i (e.g. ashock collar or choke chain)

train him/her through force and

to keep my dogin line punishment
The best way to train a dog is to train
i him/her through play and reward
Always i  Sometimes | Never
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Animals’ basic needs: Dogs (2)

Behaviour

Make sure your dog is able to behave normally

Things you should do:

Choose a type and size of dog that is suited to you, your home and

your lifestyle.

Train your dog from an early age to behave well using rewards. Never
shout at or punish your dog. The dog is very unlikely to understand and can
become more nervous or scared. If your dog’s behaviour becomes an
ongoing problem, seek expert advice.

Exercise your dog regularly to keep him/her fit, active and stimulated.

Give your dog the opportunity to run every day, unless your vet
recommends otherwise.

Make sure your dog has enough to do so that he/she does not become
distressed or bored.

Provide your dog with safe toys and regular opportunities to play with people
or other friendly dogs.

Be observant. If your dog’s behaviour changes or he/she shows regular signs
of stress or fear, seek advice from a vet or clinical animal behaviourist.

If your dog offen shows fear or signs of stress (such as excessive panting.
licking lips, hiding, cowering, aggression), seek advice from a vet or clinical
animal behaviourist,

Be consistent in the way you, your family and friends react to your dog.
Give your dog constant access to a safe hiding place where he/she can
escape if he/she feels afraid.
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Animals’ basic needs: Dogs (3)

Company

Make sure your dog has appropriate company

Things you should do:

Make sure that your dog has opportunities to inferact positively with
appropriate companions so that he/she does not become lonely or bored.
Make sure your dog is hever leff alone long enough for him/her to become
distressed.

If your dog is friendly tfowards other dogs, allow him/her to interact with them
on aregular basis.

Never leave your dog unsupervised with another animal or person who may
deliberately or accidentally harm or frighten him/her.

When you are away, make sure your dog is properly cared for by a
responsible person.

If your dog is fearful of, or aggressive towards, other dogs, avoid those dogs
except under the advice of a vet or clinical animal behaviourist.

If you have more than one dog, house them together if possible, but make
sure they have enough space and can get away from one another if they
want fo.

Health and welfare

Make sure your dog is protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease

Things you should do:

Check your dog for signs of injury or illness every day, and make sure someone
else does this if you are away.

If you suspect that your dog is in pain, ill or injured, consult a vet promptly.
Take your dog for a routine health check with your vet at least once each year.
Ask your vet for advice about things you can do to protect your dog’s health,
such as vaccination, neutering, and freatments to control parasites (e.g. fleas
and worms).

Get your dog neutered, unless he/she is infended for breeding and provisions
have been made to care for both parents and offspring. Before allowing dogs
to breed, seek the advice of your vet to ensure they are suitable for breeding
in ferms of their health and persondlities.
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Before deciding to get a dog. make sure you find out if he/she has, oris
prone to, any health and behaviour problems, for instance as a result of his/
her breed, how he/she has been bred, and how he/she has been cared for.
Always check with a vet if you are unsure about anything.

Avoid harsh, potentially painful training methods. Only use reward-based
fraining.

Keep your dog under control, and do not let him/her stray.

Take sensible precautions to keep your dog safe. Always be alert to risks that
may affect your dog.

Only use medicines that have been prescribed for your individual dog.
Ensure your dog’s coat is kept in good condition by grooming him/her
regularly. If you are unsure how to groom your dog’s coat properly, seek
advice from a pet care specialist.

Make sure your dog can be identified, ideally via a collar and microchip
(ask your vet for advice), so that he/she can be treated quickly if injured, or
returned to you if lost.

Consider taking out pet insurance to ensure your dog is covered if he/she
needs veterinary treatment.

Pet owners now have a legal responsibility to meet the five welfare needs of their pet. This sheet provides further
information about the specific needs of dogs. However it is important to note that there is no one ‘perfect’ way fo care
for all dogs because every dog and every situation is different. It is up fo the owner how they look after their dog, but
they must take reasonable steps fo ensure that all his/her needs are met.

ILLUSTRATION: STUART TROTTER



