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I \Write a code of conduct or some ground rules that farmers should follow when
2 taking care of the farm animals on their farm.
w
,.? Can you think of any that link to each of the five freedoms?
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	Facilitation guide





Ground rules for farm animals


FOCUS: Who is responsible for ensuring animals’ needs are met? 
          

 TYPE: Visual, auditory and kinaesthetic




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: You can run these activities with just one person, or in a small group.

HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
The activity will take 15 to 30 minutes.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Activity sheets


Facilitators notes
Five freedoms ground rules for farm animals



Code of conduct for farm animals

Fact sheets 







Equipment

The five freedoms






Paper and pen or drawing materials


Aims and objectives

· This activity is just one part of a range of resources addressing the needs of young people who have been involved, or who are at risk of being involved, in cruelty to animals. Our online assessment tool Developing a suitable intervention programme (Word 17KB) will help you create individualised intervention programmes from these resources.

· In this group of activities, young people develop an understanding that cruelty means causing suffering, either because of something you have done, or something you have omitted to do. They will learn how to identify suffering in relation to specific cases and relate this back to the five freedoms.

Before you do this activity, it would be best to do some activities from the Basic welfare needs and sentience section, particularly the Smiley face activity.

What to do
· Look at the activity sheet Which of the five freedoms are missing? Ask the young person to complete the sentences – you can check these against the facilitators’ notes Which of the five freedoms are missing? (answers). Cut out the five freedoms.

· Explain that you will be focusing on what cruelty is, not whether it is against the law or not. Almost all the illustrations in the activity sheet What is wrong? show a situation where a law is being broken, but you should try to focus attention on the actual suffering of the animal, rather than this.

· Using a selection of the illustrations from the activity sheet What is wrong?, look at each in turn and discuss what it shows. Some are trickier than others. Try to use a range of pictures, including some of intentional cruelty and some that show neglect. Take care in choosing the pictures – some may not be suitable, or may be upsetting, for some young people.

· Ask the young person to decide why the animal may be suffering in each picture and to place the appropriate missing freedom next to that picture, using the cut-out five freedoms. Use the facilitators’ notes What is wrong? (answers) to aid your discussions.


· Try to gently encourage the understanding that all the animals are suffering, and that they are all victims of cruelty.


Extension activities

· Ask the young person to arrange the pictures into two groups, one showing pictures where the cruelty was intentional, and one where it was through neglect.

· Look again at the freedoms the animals are missing. Suggest that all are suffering because of cruelty. Whether or not it was intentional is irrelevant to the animal.

· Before you do this activity, we suggest you run activities from the Basic welfare needs and sentience section. You can choose either to do both activities, or just one or the other.

· The Animal Welfare Act became law in 2007. It gave pet owners, and people who have responsibility for pet and working animals, a legal duty of care to provide five welfare needs for their animals.

· The five needs in the Act only apply to pet animals, but we aspire to these needs being met for all animals, so we refer to the five freedoms throughout this activity. The five freedoms are very similar to the five welfare needs in the Animal Welfare Act.

· A good follow-up activity is in Animals and the law, which looks at what laws have been broken in a set of illustrations.

· To complement the ideas in this session, we have developed three interactive activities - Was it cruel?, Consequences and Triggers - that help young people think through what happens when people are cruel to animals. To access each of them, click on the titles, right.

 Activity sheet – Five freedoms ground rules for farm animals
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Code of conduct for farm animals (2)

e |f you do touch the animals, approach them and handle them gently.
e Do wash your hands after touching animals or working outside.

e Keep your hands away from your mouth after touching or feeding animals
and make sure you wash your hands before you eat anything.

e Only drink water from safe water facilities
—not farm taps near the animals.

¢ Farm animals have a special diet — don’t
feed them unless you have been asked to.

e Farm animals’ food is not for people to eat
—don’t eatif.

e Do not touch animal droppings.

e |itter is very dangerous to farm animals
— put your litter in the bin or recycling.

ILLUSTRATION: ANN BIGGS/GCI





Fact sheet – the five freedoms
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The five freedoms

The RSPCA believes that anyone responsible for looking after animails
should try o give them the five freedoms. The five freedoms are
considered aspirational, as they cannot always be achieved and
maintained at all times. For example, an animal may need to feel
hungry before it will eat, However, animal keepers should always aim
to provide the five freedoms to their animals as far as possible.

For more information about animals’ needs see:
www.rspca.org.uk/animalcare

Freedom from hunger and thirst -
by providing enough fresh water and the right type and
amount of food to keep them fit.

Freedom from discomfort -

by making sure that animals have the right type of
environment including shelter and somewhere
comfortable to rest.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease -
by preventing them from geftting ill or injured and by making
sure animals are diagnosed and treated rapidly if they do.

Freedom to express normal behaviour -
by making sure animals have enough space, proper facilities
and the company of other animals of their own kind.

Freedom from fear and distress -
by making sure their condifions and treatment avoid
mental suffering.





Facilitators’ notes – Code of conduct for farm animals (1)
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Code of conduct for farm animals (1)

Before you visit o place where farm
animals live you will need to make sure
that everyone knows how fo behave. Itis o
good idea fo design some simple ground
rules for people to follow when they are on
an outdoor visit to o farm or other place
where there might be farm animails.

o Do listen carefully and follow instructions

e Do care for animals — however big or smal

o Always show respect for the animals and
places where they live,

e Do find out about what farm animals need

o Do be quief - animals are frightened by loud noises.

o Do move slowly and quietly so you don‘t disturb the animals.

o Do look at the animals from a safe place

o ‘Walk slowly at a safe distance

o Do stay safe - don’t put yourself in danger.

e Farmyards can be very dangerous - they are not play areas. Walk, don’t run

e Farm machinery is very dangerous — keep away from it and do not try and sit
onit

e Keep off walls and animal pens.
e Farm tools are dangerous — do not touch them

e Be extra careful around animals who are with their young or who may be
pregnant

o Take extra care around groups of animals with males and females.
o Don‘t handle animals directly if you can avoid if,

e Try not fo touch or handle farm animals unless you are with the farmer or
youth worker and have been fold you are cllowed fo
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Facilitators’ notes – Code of conduct for farm animals (2)
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