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for wild animals

Work out some ground rules for anyone visiting an area used by wild animals or
where wild animals live. Try fo think of rules that link to each of the five freedoms.
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	Facilitation guide





Ground rules for wild animals


FOCUS: Who is responsible for ensuring animals’ needs are met? 
          

 TYPE: Visual and auditory 




NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: You can run these activities with just one person, or in a small group.

HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE:
The activity will take 20 to 30 minutes.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Activity sheets


Facilitator’s notes


Five freedoms ground rules for wild animals



Code of conduct for wild animals
Right or wrong?






Right or wrong? (Answers)


Fact sheets 







Equipment

The five freedoms






Paper and pen or drawing materials


Aims and objectives

· This activity is just one part of a range of resources addressing the needs of young people who have been involved, or who are at risk of being involved, in cruelty to animals. Our online assessment tool Developing a suitable intervention programme (Word 17KB) will help you create individualised intervention programmes from these resources.

· In this activity, young people will learn that if we own an animal, or come into contact with one, we are responsible for its needs and society expects us to be responsible for it.


· Young people will develop the understanding that our actions can affect wild animals. This can be on purpose or by accident. In places where wild animals live we need to behave in a way that does not scare or harm them.


· You will need to do the Smiley face activity from the Basic welfare needs and sentience section beforehand.


· It is also important to do this activity before going on to The Visit activity in this section if your visit is connected with a wildlife habitat.

What to do
· Explain that this activity will help the young person explore what is acceptable and what is unacceptable behaviour in places wild animals use or where they live. We need to behave in a certain way so we don’t scare or harm them. We might not even be able to see them, but they will be close by.


· Using the activity sheet Right or wrong? ask the young person to look over two or more of the sketches for a minute, thinking about what they think is acceptable behaviour (right), and what they think is unacceptable behaviour (wrong) in each scene.


· Give them a coloured pen and ask them to draw a circle around the parts of each sketch showing the things that shouldn’t be happening - in other words, any unacceptable behaviour. Encourage them to give reasons why they think the behaviour is unacceptable or wrong, and why society may view it as unacceptable or wrong. You can refer to the factsheet The five freedoms and use the facilitators’ notes Right or wrong? (answers and discussion points) to aid your discussion. Ask, for example, if that particular action is against the law and draw their attention to any unacceptable behaviour in the sketches that they have not identified.


· Either use the same sketches or a new set. Give them a different coloured pen and ask them to do the same for the acceptable and responsible behaviour. Ensure that they are giving reasons why they think the behaviour is acceptable to themselves and society. Challenge any negative views where they talk about any unacceptable behaviours being acceptable to them.


· Summarise that there is a way that people need to behave in places where they might come into contact with wild animals, including mammals, birds, insects and water-life.


· Explain that they need to come up with some ground rules or a code of conduct for behaviour in the places where wild animals live. This may be in preparation for a field trip if you choose to run the Visit activity, which follows on from this one. Encourage the young person to discuss positive actions – things they can do rather than things they can't do. 

1. Do take your litter home or put it in the rubbish bin or recycling, rather than Don’t throw litter on the floor. 

2. Do talk quietly around wild animals rather than No shouting.


· You can use the facilitators’ notes Code of conduct for wild animals to help.


· Record your code of conduct for future reference, using words or pictures. You or the young person can do this.


· Before you do this activity, we suggest you run some of the activities in the Basic needs and sentience section first. You can choose to either do both activities 2 and 3, or just one or the other. You must do this activity before going on to do the Visit activity in this section if your visit is connected with a wildlife habitat.


· You can choose to just label and discuss the sketches and not go on a field trip.


· A central theme running through all these resources is the concept of the five freedoms. We hope that by introducing this to the young people in the Basic needs section and then reinforcing it in a number of other sections, we will provide them with a code of conduct to apply to every situation in which they encounter animals. The five freedoms are very similar to the duty of care criteria mentioned in the Animal Welfare Act.


· We have also developed three interactive activities - Was it cruel?, Consequences and Triggers - that help young people think through what happens when people are cruel to animals (see right). However, before you attempt to use these, we suggest that you explore some of the activities in the other sections - What is animal cruelty?, What triggers animals cruelty and how it can be avoided, Consequences of cruelty to animals and The incident.
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Fact sheet – the five freedoms
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The five freedoms

The RSPCA believes that anyone responsible for looking after animails
should try o give them the five freedoms. The five freedoms are
considered aspirational, as they cannot always be achieved and
maintained at all times. For example, an animal may need to feel
hungry before it will eat, However, animal keepers should always aim
to provide the five freedoms to their animals as far as possible.

For more information about animals’ needs see:
www.rspca.org.uk/animalcare

Freedom from hunger and thirst -
by providing enough fresh water and the right type and
amount of food to keep them fit.

Freedom from discomfort -

by making sure that animals have the right type of
environment including shelter and somewhere
comfortable to rest.

Freedom from pain, injury and disease -
by preventing them from geftting ill or injured and by making
sure animals are diagnosed and treated rapidly if they do.

Freedom to express normal behaviour -
by making sure animals have enough space, proper facilities
and the company of other animals of their own kind.

Freedom from fear and distress -
by making sure their condifions and treatment avoid
mental suffering.





Right or wrong? (1)
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Right or wrong? (2) 

[image: image4.jpg]



Right or wrong? (3) 
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Right or wrong? (4)
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Right or wrong? (5)
[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]Right or wrong? (answers and
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Picture 1: In a country park

Acceptable behaviour
What is the issue? | Why is this acceptable behaviour?
Taking photos Birdwatching is one of the UK's most popular pastimes,
of birds from and the bird charity the Royal Society for the Protection
a distance of Birds (RSPB) has over a million members. Many people

enjoy watching birds and seeing how they live and
behave. But it is illegal to touch or interfere with wild birds,
their eggs and their nests, so birdwatchers use cameras,
binoculars and even telescopes to get a closer look.
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Unacceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this unacceptable behaviour?

Kicking @
hedgehog

There are laws fo protect animais from cruelty and
suffering. This protection can cover wild animats,

like hedgehogs, and pets, The boy in the picture is
frightening the hedgehog very much and causing it a lot
of stress, By kicking it, he is causing it to suffer pain and
probably some traumatic injuries. He looks like he Is trying
to impress his friend on the left but the girls behind him
seem to think his behaviour is unacceptable. Society in
general also sees this as unacceptable, which is one of
the reasons it is against the law.

Sefting fire to
abird’s nest

The law protects wild birds, their eggs and also their
nests. It is llegal to touch or interfere with nests while
they are in use, for example, at those times of the year
when they are being built or contain eggs or birds. We
know the picture shows a summer scene because there
are leaves on the frees. The nest probably contains
baby birds, known as nestlings or fledglings, depending
on their age. They would have been frightened when
the boy approached the nest, and even more scared
when the nest caught fire. As they cannot fly yet, they
will not have been able to escape. They are likely to
suffer an extremely fraumatic and painful death, being
bumt alive. The boy who set fire to the nest has broken
the law and could be arrested, fined and sentenced for
what he has done. Society views his actions as barbaric.
His friend Is filming everything on his mobile phone. By
lefting the attack on the baby birds happen and by
encouraging his fiend, he s just as responsible. Most
people would think his behaviour is unacceptable too.
A person filming a crime taking place could be seen as
an accomplice, aiding and abetting the crime. They
could also be charged as well as the person causing the
actual cruelty.
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Picture 2: By the river

Acceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this acceptable behaviour?

Looking at @
nesting moorhen
(top lefh)

It's fine to look at nesting birds from a distance as long as
you are quiet, Most wild birds and especially nesting birds
get very scared and agitated if people get foo close. If is
against the law to interfere with wild birds and their nests,
so it is best fo keep your distance and be quiet.

Unacceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this unacceptable behaviour?

Being noisy near
aswan’s nest

Wherever there are wild animas, it is best to behave
respectfully, being calm and quiet. The two children
playing are getting very close to the nest and making

alot of noise. When birds are nesting they can become
agitated if they feel threatened. The female swan is
probably very scared. Her mate is flapping his wings in
defence. If a bird feels too threatened it might abandon its
nest, leaving the eggs or baby birds fo perish without their
care. Society expects people to respect all wild animals.

Throwing stones
at ducks

There are laws fo protect animals from cruelty and
suffering. This protection can cover wild animals like
ducks. Throwing sfones at the ducks is likely to make them
very frightened. If a stone hit one of them, it could injure
it, perhaps preventing it from being able fo fend for ifself
or move properly. It might even kill it. This would be an
offence and society sees this as unacceptable behaviour.
The boy in the hat s encouraging his friend to throw
stones at the ducks, so he is just as much to blame, and
most people would think his behaviour is unacceptable
too. The other boy looks uncomfortable with what is
happening. At the moment, he is partly responsible for the
attack, as he is allowing it to happen. You could use the
picture to discuss what he could do instead.
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icture 3: By a pond

Acceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

‘Why is this acceptable behaviour?

Watching the I's fine to look at birdis from a distance as long as you
ducks from are quiet. Most wild bircs get very scared and agitated if
the bench people approach them or if there is a ot of noise, so it is

best to keep your distance and be quiet.

Unacceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this unacceptable behaviour?

Collecting eggs
from a bird's nest

Egg-collecting used fo be a hobby in the past. However,
it has been llegal fo take birds’ eggs from the wild since
1954, In fact, even possessing a wild bird's egg that was
collected after 1954 is ilegal. The law protects wild birds,
their eggs and thelr nests. It is llegal to take, damage or
destroy nests while they are in use, for example. at those
fime of the year when they contain eggs o birds.

The girl has already broken one of the eggs, so she

has stopped If from ever hatching info a baby bird,
Interfering with birds’ nests can cause the parent birds
to abandon the nest. so even if someone only takes one
gg. the rest can perish too and never hatch.

Collecting
tadpolesin ajar

Tadpoles need certain things to keep them happy and
healthy, so they can survive and grow into adult frogs
or toads. They need enough food to help them grow
and move, enough space to move around and behave
normally, enough oxygen in the water to breathe. They
also need fo be free from pain, Injury and disease. In

the jar, there Is not enough space, food or oxygen., If the
tadpoles are leftin the jar they will suffer and probably
feel quite frightened. while food and oxygen slowly run
out and they become sick. Eventually they will all die.

It is very interesting to look at tadpoles and follow their
development into frogs. but it can be done without
collecting them. Instead, it's best to look down into the
water and watch them in their natural habitat.
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Throwing a drinks
caninto the pond

It is against the law to throw litter, and you can be given
afine. The average fine Is £95, but it can be as high as
£2,500. Litter looks horrible and is expensive for local
councils to collect. It costs counclil taxpayers £858 million a
year to clean England’s streets (www.keepbritaintidy.org).
Litter can also be very dangerous. Through time, cans and
other containers may break up and become very sharp.
They can cut anyone or anything that comes into contact
with them., including wild animals. Cuts can become
infected and cause a lot of pain, even resulting in the

loss of use of a body part or death. Animals can ako get
trapped in cans and other containers. In this situation
they would become quite scared and could die if there

is not enough food, warmth, oxygen or water to keep
them dlive. Society views throwing litter as unacceptable.
It is also unacceptable not to respect wild animals. It is
society’s responsibility to care for them by keeping their
habitats safe and clean.
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Picture 4: In a town park

Acceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this acceptable behaviour?

Recycling a
plastic bottle

The man in the picture is disposing of his litter responsibly,
by putting it In the recycling bin o it can be collected
and made into something else, such as another plastic
bottle or a fieece. All our waste that doesn’t get recycled
goes to landfills or dumps - very large holes in the ground
full of rubbish. It can take over 1,000 years for a plastic
bottle to biodegrade or break down. Recycling plastic
botties means there is less rubbish to go to landfills,

which is good because the UK is running out of space

for new landfill sites. Because less energy Is used to make
recycled bottles than new ones, less of the carbon that
can contiibute fo global warming is pumped info the
atmosphere. You could use the picture to discuss other
items that can be recycled.

Looking at
minibeasts

and Insects
under rocks

The girl is showing her brother the kinds of insects

and ofher minibeasts (called invertebrates) that are
found under rocks. She has carefully moved the rock
underneath to see what is there. Minibeasts often like

to live in sheltered, dark, damp places so this Is a good
place to look. It Is interesting to look at insects and the
way they live. Minibeasts are part of the food chain and
are very important in a habitat as birds, hedgehogs,
badgers and other animals eat them. They also help
decompose dead plants, wood and dead animals,
putting important nutrients back into the soil so that
other things can grow. It's great to look, but don‘t
touch minibeasts - just like the gifl and her brother. It Is
important not to scare or harm them, and to replace the
rock carefully after you have finished.

Playing in
the park

The area is being used in a responsible way. The young
gifl and her dad are enjoying themselves on the
playground.
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Unacceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this unacceptable behaviour?

Collecting worms
and waving
them around

Although worms do not have special laws fo profect them, it
is unacceptable fo collect them and harm or destroy them
for fun. Worms have very thin, senstive skins andl can ecsly
be damaged or even kiled by people handing them.
Some people don't ke worms, butfhis is not a reason to
harm fhem. These creatures are extremely important. They
turnel thoughthe sol, creating passageways for water and
air tofravel through, without which plants and crops could
not grow.

Throwing litter
onto the grass

One boy has thrown hisifter on the grass instead of putting
it in the bin. He should have put his drinks can into the
recycling bin, so it could be made into something else. It

is against the law to throw litter, and you can be givena
fine. The average fine is 95, but if can be as high as £2,500.
Litter looks horible and is expensive for local councils fo
collect, I costs council taxpayers £858 milion a year fo
clean England's streets (www.keepbritaintidy.org). Litter can
also be very dangerous. Through fime, cans and glass may
break up and become very shar. They can cut anyone

or anything that comes info contact with them, including
wid animaks. Cuts can become infected and cause a lot

of pain, even resutting in the loss of use of a body part or
death. Animals can also getfrapped in cans and ofher
containers, In this situation they would become quite scared
and coud die f there is not encugh food, warmth, oxygen
or water to keep them alive. Plastic bags can frap animals
and cause them to suffocate. Society views throwing lifter
s unacceptable. It s also unacceptable not fo respect
wid animas. It s society’s responsiilty to care for them by
keeping their habitats safe and clean.

Sticking paper
onto ahedgehog

There are laws fo profect animals from cruelty and
suffering. This protection can cover wild animals lie
hedgehogs. The gir s making the hedgehog very
frightened. It has folled up info a ball to protect ifself. One
of her friends Is loughing. but the other doesn’t think It s
funny. She thinks it s unacceptable. Society aiso sees this
as unacceptable behaviour
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Picture 5: In the country

Acceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this acceptable behaviour?

Playing fisbee
with @ dog under
close control

Aslong as you are not asked by the authorities fo keep
your dog on a lead, or on a road, it is acceptable to take
it off the lead fo play. but only if you keep it under control,
Ifthe area where you are playing is subject to a dog
control order, you may need to check f you are allowed
to take it off the lead. You could be fined up to £1,000 if
you don't follow the order.

Keeping a dog
onaleadina
public place

It s against the law fo allow a dog fo be dangerously
out of control In a public place. This applies if your dog
is chasing, barking or jumping at another person or an
animal. Keeping your dog on a lead keeps ofher people
and animals safe. This dog has probably smelt the
rabbit. Because it i on along lead, it might be able to
catch It before its owner gets it back under control. It is
very important to pay close attention fo your dog and
ifs surroundings if you walk it on a long lead. It s best fo
keep It on a short lead where children are playing, or
where there are ofher people or animais that it might
chase. In some places where you asked to keep your
dog on alead. falling to do so can result in a $1.000 fine.

Playing football

The group of boys are enjoying the countryside ina
responsible way.

Clearing up
dog mess

Dog mess is dirty. unpleasant and can be dangerous.
On public land, dog mess must be picked up In places
covered by a dog control order. This includes most
parks, footpaths, pavements, recreational areas and
picnic sites. Falling to clear up affer your dog could result
inafine of up to £1.000. It also means your dog mess
becomes a hozard fo other people. Toxocariasis is
disease fransmitted from dog mess to humans. One of
the problems associated with it is the development of
eye disorders, Including blindness in people. Most people
think it's unacceptable to allow your dog to foul in public
places without clearing up dffer it.
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Unacceptable behaviour

What is the issue?

Why is this unacceptable behaviour?

Throwing ciinks
cans onto
the grass

Itis against the kaw fo throw liter, and you can be given a
fine. The average fine is £95, but it can be as high as £2,500.
Litter looks homible and is expensive for local councils to
collect. It costs council taxpayers £858 milion a year to
clean England's streets (www.keepbritaintidy.org). Litter
can also be very dangerous. Through fime, cans may
break up and become very sharp. They can cut anyone
or anything that comes info contact with them, including
wild animals. Cuts can become infected and cause alot
of pain, even resulting in the loss of use of a body part or
death. Animals can dlso get trapped In cans and ofher
containers. In this situation they would become quite
scared and could die if there Is not enough food, warmth,
oxygen or water o keep them aiive. Society views throwing
fitter as unacceptable. It is also unacceptable not fo
respect wid animais. It is society's responsbiity to care for
them by keeping their habitats safe and clean.

Having a fire
on the grass

Fires can be devastating o people. property., widiife
and habitats If they get out of control, This can cause
massive financial and environmental losses. It is best fo
have a picnic Instead and take your litter home. Even

if kept under control. fires can damage the grass and
can harm any small animals such as insects hiding there.
Some local councils have their own regulations about
where and when you can have fires and barbeques. You
could be fined if you don‘t comply. Arson - deliberately
and maliciously setting fire fo structures or wild places fo
cause damage - Is @ crime. Causing any damage o the
envionment, elther by accident o on purpose, Is viewed
as unacceptable.

Trying to catch
a blackbird
with a net

Itis against the law to kil injure or take a wild bird, so the
gil trying o catch the blackbird is breaking the law. She
s also causing the bird suffering by chasing it. The bird is
probably quite frightened and is getting stressed. If she
manages to catch it in the net, she might harm o injure
it, for example by damaging its wings. Harassing wid
animals like this is viewed as unacceptable by society.





[image: image17.jpg]Code of conduct for wild animals

Before you visit a place where wild animals live you will need to make sure
that everyone knows how they should behave. It is a good idea to design
some simple ground rules for people to follow when they are on an outdoor
Visit fo a park, woodland, nature reserve or other place where there might be
wild animals.

Below are some of the things you could include on a wildlife code of conduct.

Do care for all animals - however big or small.

Do find out about animals’ needs - so you can look after them while you
are learning about them.

Do be quiet - animals are frightened by loud noises.

Do move slowly and quietly so you don’t disturb the animals.

Try not fo handle the animais directly - study them on a leaf or twig instead.
Do leave animals’ homes exactly as you found them.

Do put everything such as logs, stones and leaves carefully back where
you found them.

Do not touch or remove birds” eggs or nests,
Do not drop litter - this can harm animals.
Always show respect for the animals and the places where they live.

Leave fledglings (baby birds) or any young wild animals alone so their
parents can return fo them.

Do stay safe - don’t put yourself in danger.
Do wash your hands after working outside.

Do not touch animal droppings.
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